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-lhe I 1th raid in six 

jT^^ OTir?^fem^^Istond aH terminal. The Iraqi military 
'' '" "“ '"' " the raid. warned that ihc 

^■m^t : ,iits£^.by..^. Iraqi warplanes will not be cxt- 

Iran has no alternative to peace 

* •‘^'dGferemainmg means of aggression .’ ' He said 

"’" carried out their attack at 07; 1 0 a.m- 
.: ; l(H*iF(3s573i awtflp? fodcstroy the romrinins installations at the 
J-C^dsTKlS^tl^wf^A-^sicfflimts for 9vper cent of Iran’s oil exports. The 
t JJtfi, and pipping executives reported 

1: thafrXratfk oD exports bad diminished hy half as a result of the 
T* previous rakfc ooKharg. Iraq on Aug. 15 began attacking JOur- 
' FTMh lfc«^¥ 0 <ip*ed ajm of cutrmg off ail Iranian exports and pre- 
TsStiring tbeV^gJijie of "Ayatollah Ruhoilab Khomeini into 4 neg- 
■ etiabed settitftnfcnt to the five-year-old Gulf war. 
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{Iranreksases Cypriot drip, page 2) 




An indepe'rieteWArab political daily publ 
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Reagan wants proposals on table 

KNOXVILLE. Tennessee (R) — President Reagan said on Tue- 
sday he wanted to see a reported Soviet plan for large reductions 
in U S. and Soviet nuclear missiles on the superpower negotiating 
table in Geneva. Arriving in Tennessee to campaign for domestic 
tax reforms, he was asked by reporters about published reports 
that Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze would pro- 
pose both countries cut missiles and warheads by 40 per cent when 
he visits the White House on Friday. Asked if he would discuss it 
with Mr. Shevardnadze. Mr. Reagan replied: *T m quite sure we 
will.” But he added: 'T d like to see it on the table with the arms 
control people in Geneva.” The United States accuses the Soviet 
Union of leaking undefined proposals to third parties such as the 
media or congressmen instead of presenting them formally in 
arms control talks under way in Geneva. 

■ 

Moscow ‘ready 1 to make ‘deep cut 1 , page 8 
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- AMMAN 1 ‘Prominent 

Bri.tiAJxipBMiaott;te«ler David 
Owen fe scheduled fo arrive here 
on Thursday bn a two-day visit to 
Jordan, British xfiptornats here 
sakLiftifoOwat. .a feeder of the 
British Sbciai Democratic Party 
(SDP) and a former foreign sec- 
retary. is expected, to be received 
by His Royal -Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan, they said. ' ' " 
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10 injured in 
Vifflna erosion 

, m I. "■ 
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VIH«fA <AP) — A bomb exp- 
loded lira. Hungarian bank bui- 
lding. early Tuesday, sending 
shared of glass flying into a dow- 
ntown pedestrian street and inj- 
uring JO people, one of them ser- 
. iousIyV“h was a bomb, but we're 
stillnot certain what kind it was or 
-bowit gqtlfcere," said a-offitial at 
police headquarters who declined 
to give her name. She said no mot- 
ive bad been established. The 
blast occurred at the Hungarian 
central exchange and credit bank 
on Kaemtser Strasse. the city's 
mainshopping street. The area is a 
pedestrian zone, and all the inj- 
ured were passersby. hit by flying 
glass and debris, according to the 
report; 

■ 

14 killed in 
U.S. plane crash 

WEXifiS CA VE, Virgina (R) - 
A co mmut er plate carrying 12 
r/aritrtwo crew crashed 
fraud ed mountains 
irgmxa Monday night. JdQlmg 
everyuie bn board, police said. 
Tbc^aircrafe -a . ~ i w i n- en gin cd . 
Beech 99 on a scheduled flight 
from Baftmaqre; L Washington^ 

hit the ^sideofa ntodmain' on^its ; 
appxoadS to -Weyers Cave,- a-spcE 
fcesrnanf jakL. The ■ pJahe" was 
owfudbyHensoa Airimes, a who- 
lly. owned subsdiary of Piedmont 
^\irtjn§s, which serves a number of 
cities" in Vusaoia^nd West Vir- 


King: Jordan may never seek U.S. 
arms if current proposal is rejected 


A Jordan Times Staff Writer 



AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein has 
said that if the U.S. Congress failed to app- 
rove a planned major sale of arms to Jordan, 
it could well be the last time Kingdom would 
ever approach the U.S. for any arms. 


ference on the Middle Eusi with 
ihc participation of all parties inv- 
olved in the A rah -Israeli conflict 
and the Five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council to 
work out a peace settlement. 

In the Newsweek interview, the 


nces for rev iving the peace process 
and settling the West Bank Pal- 
estinian issue? 

.Answer: Things have never been 
;ts close as they are now. The Pal- 
estinians are ready, 'rou have a 
debate in Israel between people 


the chances for reviving the Mid- 
dle East peace process activated 
hy the Feb. i J agreement between 

In an interview with Newsweek dan and ihc proposal is expected Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
magazine. published yesterday, ro go before the House of Rep- eralion Organisation jPLOj. The 
King Hussein was asked what re^entalivcs and Senate 


King was asked how good were* like peace and people who 

have other ideas. On the Ame- 


soon. 

could happen if the U.S. Congress However, there have been a series 
did not approve the proposal to of protests and opposition by 
sell arms to Jordan. The King rep- pro-Israeli senators and con- 
lied: “ ...! think rhat I wouldn't he gressmen to the proposed sale, 
out of place in saving it would he Senior Reagan aides have been 
the very last lime Jordan would addressing the concerned House 
ever approach the U.S. for arm- of Representatives and Senate 
ament." committees in a bid to get con- 

**We would have ro look els- gressional approval for the sale, 
ewhere.” the King said. "We had But some senators and rep- 
had some Soviet equipment pur- resen w rives have taken the view' 

that the proposal could he app- 
roved only after Jordan und- 
ertakes to open direct peace talks 
with Israel. The Kingdom has 
ruled out such talks, reiterating its 
belief and commitment to work 
towards an international 


chases, and our chief of staff is in 
the Soviet Union now. after a 
longstanding, invitation. We have 
also gone to others in Europe.” 
The admimst ration of President 
Ronald Reagan is now putting 
together an arms package for Jor- 


con- 


King replied: "Things have never 
hcen <ts close as they arc now. Pal- 
estinians are ready. You have a 
debate in Israel between pcople 
who like peace and people who 
have other ideas... there is the beg- 
inning of a U.S. -Soviet dialogue. 

"Ti eiiher happens now or the 
possibilities will deteriorate rap- 
idly... it is the last chance for 
peace." 

The King will speak at the Uni- 
ted Nations on Sept. 27 and meet 
President Reagan on Sepl. 30. 

Following are questions asked 
by Newsweek's Rod Nordland 
and the King's answers in the 
magazine's interview: 
juestion: How good are the cha- 


rican scene you have the first 
second- term president tin more 
than a decade). There is the beg- 
inning of a U.S.-Soviet dialogue. 
It either happens now or the pos- 
sibilities will deteriorate rapidly... 
it is the last chance for peace. 

J: Your current initiative began 
Iasi February when you and Yas- 
ser Arafat agreed rb the idea of 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian talks. 
How much progress has been 
made since then? 

A: I had hoped for a Jordanian- 
Palcstinian-.American meeting to 
set the ground tor... U.S. rec- 
ognition of the PLO as the leg- 
itimate. sole representative of the 
Palestinian people, and in turn, to 
prepare the ground for the final 
phase, which is an international 

iCtmtinoed on page 3) 


Focus shifts to King-Reagan talks 
after cool U.S. response to Mubarak 


giniaand operates sev era! flights a 
day s fF 0 m the -Washington " met- 
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Ass^ meets . . 

JraoJaD official 

■ ■ ■ 
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DAMASCUS {AP) — An Iranian 
Tbreigri Ministry official. Hoss 
Sheikhotetdanr,: Tuesday met with 
Syrian Presulfin t Hafez AJ Assad 
and discussed the Iran -Iraq war 
and the situation in Lebanoru the 
official Syrian Arab News Agency 
reported. The agency said talks 
were' about the. -situation in the 
area and issues of common int- 
eresL Jt gave no other details. 
Tdwan Radio, said Sunday that 
Mr. Sheikholeslam, the political 
urulep-secretaiy ' at the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry, was travelling to 
Damascus to mediate in toe rival 
m5itia v clashes : in Lebanon's nor- 
thern ; J»ri of Tripoli. 

Soviet, Turkish 
ships collide 


-.y 


ANKARA (R)- — A Turkish navy 
frigate was sliced in two in a col- 
Jistbn with a Soviet warship in the 
Bosphorous era Tuesday but all 
the crew were rescued unhurt, the 
Anatolian news agency said, ft 
said the accident happened in fog 
at ffie' Hade Sea end of the wat- 
erway at 0545 GMT Tuesday 
monri&g. The ' Soviet ship was 
heading, towards the Med- 
iterranean. Neither ship was. ide- 
ntified. State radio earlier des- 
cribed die Soviet vessel involved 
in the collision, as a freighter but 
gave no details. 
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Walters ‘made secret 
visit’ to Syria, p^ge 2 
rT NRWA plans no fur- 
tbi r cuts in services, page 
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ILS. recognition of PLO 
is long overdue, page 4 
Tdl Deir -.Alla dig ree- 
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Lange 
not enough, 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has declined to 
be hurried in the quest for Middle 
East peace, despite pressure from 
Egypt's. President Hosni Mub- 
arak. ' 

Mr. Mubarak, who met Pre- 
sident Reagan- in die White House- 
for an hour on Monday, "made’ 
plain he thinks time b wasting and 
he hopes initiatives can be taken" 
a senior administration official, 
who declined to be identified, told 
reporters afterwards. 

■ ~Tfae Egyptian president told 
Mr, Reagan ne is*' anxious that the 
process be given a push” but the 
official added: “We will just have 
to reserve judgement on liming" 
(Text of this offidaTs remarks are 
on page 2). 

The U.S. response to Mr. Mub- 
arak's appeals meant that the 
focus was shifting to Jordan as the 
administration is crying to find a 
way- around the Middle East dea- 
dlock. His Majesty King Hussein 
is expected to meet Mr. Reagan on 
Sept 30. 

Mr. Mubarak and King Hussein 
have urged Washington to set up a 
meeting with a joint Jordaoian- 
Palestinian group os a first step tc 
broader peace talks. 

The meeting has not- mat- 
erialised because of dis- 
agreements over which Pal- 
estinians to include in the group 
and because Washington insists 
that the meeting lead quickly to 
Arab-Israeii talks. 

A thorny issue for the US. has 


.been Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) representation 
on the joint delegation. Was- 
hington hits long refused to deal 
directly with the PLO uoless it 
accepts U.N. Resolutions 242 and 
33ft recognising Israel’s right to 
exist. - 

Monday’s Mubarak- Reagan 
meeting apparently did not res- 
olve the two outstanding pro- 
blems: finding "acceptable" Pal- 
estinian representatives and mak- 
ing sure the goal of direct Arab- 
Israeti negotiations is not swept 
aside. 

American diplomats are being 
sent to the United Nations in New 
York this week to hold pre- 
liminary talks with King Hussein 
before the King meet Mr. Reagan 
next Monday. 

Mr. Mubarak said in Monday's 
meeting that the PLO had imp- 
licitly accepted Israel’s right to 
exist and would be more explicit in 
any meeting with United States 
representatives, but Washington 
wanted the PLO to be explicit on 
that point before a meeting took 
place, the senior official said. 

Only three of a list of seven Pal- 
estinians submitted for the pro- 
posed meeting with a joint del- 
egation were accepted by Was- 
hington. but King Hussein had ins- 
isted at least four be accepted. 
U.S. officials said. 

Mr. Mubarak was scheduled to 
be at the United Nations on Tue- 
sday. In Washington he conferred 
with Treasury Secretary James 


Baker. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, and congressmen. 

An arms package for Jordan 
may be submitted to Congress 
before the King’s visit. U.S . off- 
icials said. It would provide mob- 
ile Hawk anti-aircraft missiles and 
shoulder-fired"- Stinger missiles. 
Opponents are threatening to try 
to shelve the deal until Jordan 
agrees to talk with Israel. 

The Feb. 11 Joidan-PLO agr- 
eement entails a four-stage pro- 
cess in which the United States 
would meet with a Jordanian- 
Palestinian team, the PLO would 
proclaim its acceptance of Israel, 
and the United States would begin 
a dialogue with the PLO. 

Negotiations with Israel would 
be held in the fourth stage, and in 
an international conference inc- 
luding the Soviet Union. 

Most of these terms are una- 
cceptable to the Reagan adm- 
inistration. 

Mr. Mubarak is believed to 
agree with the United States in try- 
ing to fence out the Soviets until 
the end of the process. But he sha- 
rply disagrees on the PLO. During 
a visit here in March be startled 
U.S. officials by winding up a mee- 
ting with Mr. Reagan with a public 
call for talks with the PLO. 

The advice was rejected. In a 
farewell news conference after 
that visit. Mr. Mubarak accused 
the Reagan administration of 

adopting "a defeatist attitude." 

* 

{Continued on page 3) 


Katyushas 
land in 
Galilee, 
cause 
damage 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Some 
missiles fired from Lebanon 
struck at the heart of Israeli set- 
tlements’ in Galilee causing dam- 
age. military sources said Tue- 
sday. 

The sources said the Soviet- 
made Katyusha rockets with a cal- 
iber of 122 mm struck seven kil- 
ometres from the border on Mon- 
day night, causing slight damage 
to property, but no casualties. 

The attacks were the first to 
cause damage since a year before 
Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982 
with the declared aim of ending 
rocket attacks on its territory. 

Last Saturday Israeli troops 
mounted a seven-hour helicopter 
and armour attack on villages in 
South Lebanon alleged to have 
harboured commandos who lau- 
nched Katyusha attacks. 

Monday’s attack was the sixth 
this month and it raised serious 
doubts over the”success'' claimed 
by Israel in “eliminating" com- 
mando presence near the border. 

Leaders of northern settlements 
demanded an emergency meeting 
this week with Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to discuss the 
mounting rocket attacks. 


British Mideast steps are 
right, Howe tells Shamir 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Bri- 
tish Foreign Secretary Sir Geo- 
ffrey Howe met Israeli Foreign tain supported 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir on Tue- 
sday and defended recent British 
decisions on Middle East policy 
against criticism from Israel. 


promote a negotiated solution to 
tire Middle East problem, and Bri- 

this. 


i 


British officials said the mee- 
ting. which they called low-key. 
dealt mainly with British arms 
sales to Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
arfd an invitation to two officials of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) to visit London. 

The British sources said that, 
replying to Mr. Shamir’s concern 
about the sale to Saudi Arabia of 
mili tary equipment worth $4 bil- 
lion and $360 million in weapons 
to Jordan: Mr. Howe said Britain 
never considered itself excluded 
from making such sales to Arab 
countries. 

These countries also should not 
be obliged to look to the Soviet 
Union as a principal source of 
weapons, he said. 

■ On British agreement to the 
PLO officials t-alring part in talks 
with Mr. Howe in London, the 
foreign secretary told Mr. Shamir 
the move was designed to enc- 
ourage the peace process which 
Jordan and the PLO launched ear- 
lier this- year. 

■- He said King Hussein had taken 
considerable risks in trying to 


Far from encouraging “ter- 
rorism". as Mr. Shamir had sug- 
gested. the invitation would enc- 
ourage the moderate cause gen- 
erally in the Middle East as well as 
within the PLO, Mr. Howe said. 

According to the sources. Mr. 
Howe said there did not seem to 
be significant Palestinian rep- 
resentatives who did not have 
links with the PLO. and the two 
PLO members in the Jordanian- 
PaJestinian delegation planned for 
London were committed to peace 
and had repudiated “terrorism". 

The British sources said Mr. 
Shamir tried to draw a parallel 
between the PLO and the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 

Mr. Howe replied that while the 
IRA was banned in Northern Ire- 
land. its political wing, the Sinn 
Fein, was allowed a part in the 
political process but had only obt- 
ained 10 per cent of the vote. 

The PLO had broader support 
among Palestinians but bad no 
democratic rights such as those 
enjoyed by Sinn Fein, the sources 
quoted Mr. Howe, as saying. 

Mr. Howe and Mr. Shamir are 
both in New York for the current 
session of the U.N. General Ass- 
embly. ■ ■ 


Palestinian leadership 
praises British move 


By Lamis K. Andons 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Exe- 
cutive Committee concluded a 
two-day meeting in Baghdad on 
Tuesday and issued a statement 
praising the British decision to inv- 
ite a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation to London for talks in 
October and describing as “a step 
forward in the British policy in the 
Middle East and a big boost for 
the Feb. 1 1 accord between Jor- 
dan and the PLO." 

The Executive Committee’s sta- 
tement summarised the main iss- 
ues discussed in the Baghdad mee- 
ting. 

Upon concluding a three-day 
visit to Jordan last week. British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher announced that she bad inv- 
ited two PLO Executive Com- 
mittee members. Mohammad 
Milhem and Bishop Elia Khouri. 
as part of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to London 
for talks with Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe. 

In an interview with the Saudi 
Arabian newspaper Ashraq A! 
Awsat on Sunday. PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said the British step 
gave a push forward to the Feb. 11 
a g r e ement 

The statement issued on Tue- 


sday by thfe PLO Executive Com- 
mittee reiterated the PLO’s com- 
mitment to an international peace 
conference under the auspices of 
the United Nations as the most 
appropriate framework for a neg- 
otiated settlement to the Pal- 
estinian question. 

The committee expressed full 
support foT “the escalation of nat- 
ional Palestinian resistance, and 
the popular uprising of our people 
in the Israeli-occupied territories, 
in response to the Zionists’ iron- 
fist terrorist policies which were 
announ ced by Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin.” 

Israel has intensified its “sec- 
urity’’ measures against the inh- 
abitants of the west Bank and 
Gaza Strip. As a result tens of Pal- 
estinians were arrested, placed, 
under house arrest or even dep- 
orted. For their pan. the Pal- 
estinians have escalated com- 
mando and individual attacks aga- 
inst the Israelis. 

On Tuesday, the PLO lea- 
dership pledged to “employ all 
means possible io develop and 
enhance Palestinian resistance 
against the Israeli occupation." 

The Palestinian decision to sup- 
port resistance in the Israeli- 
occupied territories dearly imp- 
lied stepping up armed struggle. 

(Omthmed on page 3) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Tuesday 
addresses officials of the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation 
(JRTVC) daring a visit he made to the corporation (Petra photo) 

Jewish settler kills 
Arab near Jerusalem 

the car in which he was travelling 
with his father in Gaza. The mil- 
itary claimed the cur went through 
two military roadblocks and failed 
to heed warning shots. 

An 1 8-year-old youth died last 
Tuesday night after the military 
said he ran away from troops who 
stopped him on a street for a sec- 
urity check. 

In another development, army 
investigators have found no evi- 
dence that Israeli soldiers har- 
assed several Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and forced 
one to kiss a donkey, a military 
spokesman said. 

An Arab journalist from Israel 
Television said last week that the 
incident took place in Hebron. 

The journalist said witnesses 
told him that several Palestinians 
had been forced to kiss the donkey 
and one who refused was beaten, 
according to the Davar new- 
spaper. 

' But a military spokesman in Tel 
Aviv said: “For the moment, die 
case is closed." 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
I Agencies) — A Palestinian man 
was shot dead near the Old City of 
Jerusalem by an Israeli settler and 
a five-year-old boy from Gaza and 
was shot and wounded by Israeli 
troops on Tuesday. 

The settler claimed he shot the 
Palestinian after the Arab tried to 
stall the settler's wife, seated in a 
car outside the Old City. The set- 
tler. who was not named, was det- 
ained. police said. 

In the Gaza incident. Israeli 
troops shot and wounded a five- 
year-old boy when they opened 
fire on a truck which, they cla- 
imed. failed to stop at a roadblock. 

It was the third time in a week 
that Israeli soldiers have shot 
Gazans. The other two shootings 
have been fatal, killing a five- 
vear-old boy and a teen-age 
youth. 

The Israeli army said the boy 
was wounded Monday night when 
soldiers fired on a truck which fai- 
led to stop at a military roadblock 
in the centre of the town of Gaza. 

Local Palestinian sources said 
the boy. five-year-old Omar 
Ahmad Shihab. was sitting with 
■ his father in the doorway of a shop 
when he was hit in both thighs by 
bullets. 

On Sunday, a five-year-old boy 
died after Israeli troops fired on 


“There were no witnesses. We 
talked with soldiers on duty in the 
area and nobody knew anything 
about it." the spokesman told the 
Associated Press. “If tomorrow 
somebody steps forward and says 
he witnessed such an event, then 
we will look into ii." 


Regent 
calls for 

information 
back-up for 
5-year plan 

SALT iJ.T.) — His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, said Tuesday His Majesty 
King Hussein is keen on seeing 
Jordan's voice reaching all pan', of 
the world. 

Jordan, the Crown Prince said, 
is going ahead with plans to imp- 
rove its lelecommunicaiions sys- 
tems to achieve that goat. 

Addressing a meeting with the 
director and staff of Lhe Jordan 
Radio and Television Corporation 
(JRTVC). Prince Hassan said 
Jordan is now in the process of 
implementing a new five-year 
development plan and. therefore 
information services should be 
available at the highest level to 
serve the plan's objectives. 

Prince Hassan said many Arab 
broadcasting stations had ben- 
efitted a great deal from lhe ser- 
vices of Jordanian technicians and 
broadcasters who helped hoih in 
the establishment of their radio 
stations and operating them. 

Referring to development pro- 
gress in Jordan. Prince Hassan 
referred to a report on Jordan’s 
economy prepared by the World 
Bank which said that the gross nat- 
ional income exceeded the 11.5 
per cent mark, the worlif s highest. 

The information sector in Jor- 
dan can play a unique role in the 
process of implementing Jordan's 
development projects because the 
information media can reach all 
citizens in all regions. Prince Has- 
san said. 

At the outset of Tuesday's mee- 
ting. JRTVC Director General 
Nasouh A! Majali made a speech 
thanking Prince Hassan for his 
visit Mr. Majali said programmes 
have been laid for modernising 
and improving radio and tel- 
evision facilities and programmes. 

Prince Hassan was met upon 
arrival at the corporation hy Inf- 
ormation Minister Mohammad A1 
Khatib and senior corporation off- 
icials. 


Rescue 

work 

continues in 
Mexico 

MEXICO (R) — Rescuers toiled 
on in Mexico City on Tuesday, 
persuaded by tales of several mir- 
aculous escapes that, even after 
five days, a few people entombed 
in the earthquake rubble remain 
alive. 

They conceded that there was 
scarcely any hope. 

But at the collapsed Nuevo 
Leon apartment block, seen on 
Monday by President Reagan's 
wife Nancy, a woman of 70 was 
pulled out alive early on Monday. 

A 24-year-old medical student. 
Jose Juan Hernandez Cruz, was 
dug out of the Juarez Hospital 
near the city centre after nearly 
100 hours under rubble. 

' So the rescue workers, backed 
by experts from abroad and equ- 
ipment sent by more than 20 cou- 
ntries. tunnelled on under the 
ruins of apartment blocks, schools 
and hospitals. 

Thursday's earthquake killed at 
least 6.000 people and probably 
many more. 

Doctors said it was possible 
people could be found alive even 
after a few more days, depending 
on their physical condition at the 
time of the disaster. If they had 
enough air. the chief dangers 
would be hunger and thirst. 

The dramatic Juarez Hospital 
rescue was carried out by Mexican 
and French rescuers, with a Fre- 
nchman. named by Red Cross 
workers as Bernard Ganiveng. 
'making the final breakthrough 
late on Sunday night, touching the 
young student’s fingertips after 
many hours of tunnelling. 

Around dawn on Monday, he 
finally crawled out of the tunnel to 
safety. Just before he was taken 
away to hospital for checks, he 
managed to tell rescuers it was his 
24th birthday. 

Thousands of homeless Moderns 
Uve one day at a time, page 8 


Syrians press for Tripoli 
truce as battles rage on 


TRIPOLI. Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Shells and rockets crashed into 
the north Lebanese port of Tripoli 
on Tuesday as Syrian army off- 
icers tried to end a 1 0-day battle 
between rival militias that has cau- 
sed hundreds of casualties. 

A delegation led by General 
Mustafa Faroussi. deputy com- 
mander of Syrian forces in Leb- 
anon. was expected to bring tog- 
ether officials of the Sunni Islamic 
Unification Movement (Taw- 
heed) and the pro-Syrian Arab 
Democratic Party (ADP) to agree 
on a settlement, political sources 
told Reuter. 

Police estimate about 200 peo- 
ple have been killed and 500 wou- 
nded in the fighting which has 
devastated wide areas of Tripoli. 
Lebanon’s second largest city, for- 
cing an estimated 250.000 of its 
700.000 people to flee to the cou- 
ntryside. 

Shells and dusters of rockets hit 
the aty overnight, and sporadic 
artillery fire continued into the 


morning. 

Tawheed chief Sheikh Saeed 
Shaaban said that in talks with the 
Syrians Monday nighL his mov- 
ement had agreed the Lebanese 
army should take control of the 
city, backed by Syrian troops. 

Brigadier Ghazi Kanaan. head 
of Syrian military intelligence in 
Lebanon, told reporters the pro- 
posed settlement included dep- 
loyment of Syrian and Lebanese 
troops in five key points in Tripoli, 
collection of arms from rival mil- 
itias and an end to Tawheed's 
two-year supremacy m the dty. 

"You are not gods on earth. 
No-one chose you to rale Tripoli." 
the Syrians are said to have told 
Tawheed offidals. “When we col- 
lect arms, it will be real control, 
not apparent." 

The ADP Arabian Knights mil- 
itiamen and Tawheed launched 
night-long attacks and counter- 
attacks along the demarcation line 
in the heart of the port city, police 
said. 


Moscow wants normal ties 
with U.S. — Shevardnadze 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Soviet Union wants to 
build normal, stable relations with 
the United States and looks for a 
successful outcome of the Nov- 
ember summit meeting between 
the .two nations' leaders. Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze said Tuesday. 

“It remains to be seen what will 
be the attitude of the other side in 
this matter.” he said in his first 
address to the U.N. General Ass- 
embly. 

“We are convinced that the 
Soviet-American summit meeting 
should focus on the most imp- 
ortant problem of today — tne 
problem whose solution would 
indeed make it possible to reduce 
decisively the danger of war. res- 
tore international trust and create 

prerequisites for resolving many 
other pressing issues in relations 
among states." he said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze declared 


that the U.S. "Star Wars” pro- 
gramme. known officially as the 
strategic defence initiative, is the 
main stumbling block to a new 
U.S.-Soviet arms control agr- 
eement He said it threatens to 
make the global arms race “unc- 
ontrollable and irreversible." 

■ 

Mr. Shevardnadze said Moscow 
has offered “far-reaching pro- 
posals” at the Geneva talks to 
which the United States has not 
responded. Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz made an ide-. 
ntical claim for the U.S. position at 
Geneva in his address to the U.N. 
on Monday. 

But he said the Soviet Union 
“will not permit military sup- 
eriority over itself.” 

“The state and party leadership 
of the Soviet Union has instructed 
me to r eaffi rm this once again 
from the high rostrum of the uni- 
ted Nations.” he said. 
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■■ 

Walters 6 made secret visit’ 

to Syria over hostage issue 


NEW YORK (AP) — Vernon Walters, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, made a secret 
visit to Syria to gain the release of the Rev. Benjamin 
Weir, an American held captive in Lebanon for 16 
months, NBC news has reported. 


Gen. Waiters met with Syria's 
President Hafez Assad for four 
hours, the U.S. T. V. network said 
in the report which cited no sou- 
rces. It also did not state when 
Gen. Waiters met with Mr. Assad. 

Irene Payne, a press spo- 
keswoman at the U.S. mission to 
the U.N.. had no comment on the 
report and said Gen. Waiters 
would go no further than he had at 
his news conference 'Thursday, 
when he explained why he was not 
at the Sept. 17 opening of the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

When asked why he was not at 
the opening. Gen. Walters replied 
that he was on a mission for his 
government, but he refused to 
'elaborate. The U.N. mission had 
said at the time that Gen. Waiters 
wasn't there because he was out of 


the country. 

Rev. Weir was freed on Sept 1 4 
by his Lebanese kidnappers. 

The Washington Post reported 
in its Tuesday editions that the 
Shfite captors of the six Ame- 
ricans still held in Lebanon May 
release the remaining six hostages 
if Kuwait agrees to' free the two 
Lebanese Smites who are among 
1 7 convicted terrorists imprisoned 
there- 

The Post quoted a well-placed 
Arab diplomatic source that there 
have been indications of such a 
compromise from the Shfite cap- 
tors. who previously have dem- 
anded that all 17 terrorists be 
freed- 

The source also said there were 
“indications'* that the Shfite cap- 
tots want a way out of the impasse 


because of' mounting Arab pre- 
ssure. particularly from Syria, the 
Post said. 

The United States has oofr- 
sistendy ruled out negotiations 
with terrorists, but last week. State 
Department Spokesman Bernard 
Kalb said. “We are willing to dis- 
cuss the safety of the American 
hostages." 

At the time, the spokesman had 
refused to elaborate or to say whe- 
ther U.S. diplomats had such dis- 
cussions before Rev. Weir’s rel- 
ease. 

Six other Americans remain 
captive in Lebanon. They are 
Terry Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent for the Ass- 
ociated Press; William Buckley. 
U.S. embassy political officer; 
Peter KDbum, a librarian at the 
American University of Beirut; 
the Rev. Lawrence Jenco. a 
Roman Catholic priest; David 
Jacobsen, director of the Ame- 
rican University Hospital and 
Thomas Sutherland, dean of agr- 
iculture at the university. 


REGENT OPENS CONFERENCE: 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Tue- 
sday opens a conference on the various arc- 


baeologjcal and historical aspects of the 
Nabatean city of Petra (Story on page 3) 


U.S. hopes direct Arab-Israeli 
negotiations could begin this year 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States hopes direct neg- 
otiations between Israel and the 
Arab side could begin before the 
end of the year, a senior adm- 
inistration official has said. 

Speaking to reporters after an 
hour-long meeting between Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan and Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak, 
the official Monday declared. 
"Our eye is very much on direct 
negotiations." He described Mr. 
Mubarak as "anxious that the 
peace process be given a push." 

The Egyptian president, the off- 
icial added, "strongly believes the 
United States should find a way to 
stimulate the process, to get things 
moving." 

The official declined to give 
specifics about the conversation 
hetween Mr. Reagan and his 
guest, noting that the Mubarak 
visit falls in the week before the 
president meets with King Hus- 
sein. 

King Hussein, after a meeting 
last February with Mr. Yasser 
Arafat. leader of the Palestine 
'Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
proposed a preliminary con- 
ference involving the United Sta- 
te* in a session with a joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian delegation. 

The official said President 
Mubarak told Mr. Reagan he 
“very much” hopes such a mee- 
ting could take place before year's 
end. While noting that the United 
States must "reserve judgment." 
since the meeting with King Hus- 
sein is yet to take place, the officiaL 
said Washington recalled that 
“this was described initially as the 
‘year of opportunity’ by our Arab 
friends... last spring. We would 
like to see it start as quickly as 
possible. We don’t rule out, none 
of us should rule oul meetings 
before the end of this year.” 

The official added Was- 
hington’s "eye is very much on 


direct negotiations (between Isr- 
ael and the Arab side), noting that 
various ideas have been suggested 
"to get to direct negotiations." He 
said Washington "hopes direct 
negotiations could begin by the 
end of this year.” 

The official described Mr. 
Mubarak as being conscious that 
"time is wasting" and said the 
Egyptian leader told Mr. Reagan 
he "hopes initiatives can be 
taken" to advance the peace pro- 
cess. "This was a meeting." the 
official pointed oul "between two 
men who are looking to find a way 
to move ahead in the peace pro- 
cess." 

One of tile current sticking poi- 
nts in that process is the PLO’s 
refusal to explicitly endorse Uni- 
ted Nations Security Council Res- 
olutions 242 and 338. which rec- 
ognise Israel* s right to exist within 
-.secure borders. The official said 
Mr. Reagan again stated Was- 
hington’s willingness to meet with 
PLO representatives once the 
organisation “dearly accepted"- 
the lyra resolutions. 

He said Mr. Mubarak stressed 
the importance of Feb. J I agr=" 


cement and noted the PLO has 
“already implicitly accepted" the 
U.N. resolutions. The official said 
Mr. Mubarak told Mr. Reagan 
explicit acceptance would come 
from the PLO in the course of the 
peace dialogue. 

Asked if the United States bel- 
ieves the PLO has accepted the 
resolutions, the official said, “we 
have never heard this explicitly 
from the PLO.” 

He noted King Hussein has 
spoken of the readiness of the 
PLO to accept the resolutions, and 
said "there has been talk" of the 
PLO accepting “all pertinent" 
United Nations resolutions. He 
said Washington’s request to the 
PLO was very plain." and he cal- 
led on the PLO once again to 
"equally plain." 

, Earlier, in a photo session. Mr. 
Reagan was asked if he would 
advance any new proposals to 
break the seeming logjam in the 
peace process, before the Likud 
coalition reclaims the prime min- 
ister’s office in Israel. He said he 
would not comment specifically, 
but added, “that will be._obv-l 
touslyrqjie of our great doricerosi" j 


Tunisian planes scramble 
to intercept Libyan jets 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisian Air Force 
planes scrambled to intercept four 
Lihyan_Mtrage fighters which int- 
ruded 50 kilometres into Tunisian 
air space,, the official TAP news 
agency has said. 

The Libyan planes flew over the 
southern Tunisian military base of 
Remada twice in pairs. TAP said 
Monday. 

Tunisia has accused Libyan pla- 
nes of violating its air space on 
several occasions during a crisis 
caused by Tripoli's expulsion of 
more than 30.000 Tunisian mig- 


rant workers since early last 
month. 

The expulsions have now slo- 
wed to a trickle but relations bet- 
ween the two North African nei- 
ghbours remain tense. 

■ 

Last month Tunisia expelled 
283 Libyans, including most of 
Tripoli's diplomats in Tunis, on 
spying charges.. TAP said T unis 
had protested to Libya over the 
burning last weekend of a car bel- 
onging to a Tunisian diplomatic 
mission in Tripoli. 


Iran 
releases 
Cypriot 
cargo ship 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran said Tue- 
sday it had freed a Cypriot ship 
seized last Thursday and said It 
was likely to hold a Danish vessel 
detained three days ago for sev- 
eral days. 

The National News Agency 
IRNA quoted Navy Commander 
CapL Mohammad H ussei n Mal- 
kzadegana as saying the Cyp riot- 
flag Mathildalia was released at 
0730 GMT Monday after its cargo 
had been checked. 

He said there was nothing in the 
cargo that could militarily help 
Iraq, which has been at war with 
Iran for five years. 

IRNA quoted the commander 
as saying four containers of mil- 
itary hardware bound for Iraq had 
been found aboard the Danish 
container ship Arnold Maersk, 
seized three days ago. 

It would take the navy several 
days to finish inspecting the 
30.468-ton vessel, he said. 

Its operators, the A.P. Moeller 
Group, said Monday in Cop- 
enhagen the ship was canying no 
weapons or munitions, but dec- 
lined ; tp ; gjve details .of its cargo. 

Capt Malekzadegan said an 
average of 15 ships a day passed 
through the Strait of Hormuz at 
the entrance to the Gulf and any 
vessel carrying military supplies 
for Iraq would be escorted to an 
Iranian Gulf port for thorough 
inspection. 

He said last Sunday that Iran 
had questioned, inspected or sei- 
zed 42 ships suspected of carrying 
cargo for Iraq in recent days. 

The IRNA report made no 
mention of the Japanese- 
registered Togo Marti, seized last 
Friday and diverted to the sou- 
thern. port of Bandar Abbas. 

A Japanese embassy spo- 
kesman said Monday the captain 
had telexed the embassy to say the 
27-man crew were safe. 


Abu Nidal group threatens 
to kill Milhem, Khoury 


DAMASCUS (AP) — The radical 
Palestinian Abu Nidal commando 
faction on Tuesday threatened to 
assassinate two Palestinian mem- 
bers of a joint Paiestinian- 
Jordanian delegation if they acc- 
ept an invitation by British Prime 
Minis ter Margaret Thatcher to 
visit Londoo. 

A spokesman for the group told 
the Associated Press office here 
that they have decided “to shed 
the blood of Mohammad Milhem 
and Bishoo Elia Khourv if they do 


refusal to go to London with in a 
joint Jordanian -Palestinian del- 
egation. 

. Mis. Thatcher invited a joint 
Palestinian- Jordanian delegation 
to visit London during her talks 
last week in Amman with King 
Hussein. No date for the visit has 
yet been set 

“As Mrs. Thatcher and King 
Hussein agreed to send a joint 
Palestinian-Jordanian delegation 
to London, and as Mrs. Thatcher 
has personally selected Moh- 
ammad Milhem and Elia Khoury 
as acceptable in the U-K.. we warn 


these two against participating in 
this ‘treason’ - which is a c rimin al 
act against our people’s cause.” 
the spokesman said by telephone. 
He asked bis name be withheld. 

“We announce to our Pal- 
estinian people, to tine Arab nat- 
ion and to the press that we have 
decided to shed the blood of these 
two in case they do not heed this 
warning and tiie will of our people 
in continuing the armed struggle,” 
against Israel, he said. 

Mr, Milhem and Bishop Khoury 
are members of the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC), the Pal- 
estinian parliament- They were 
elected to the 1 2-member Exe- 
cutive Committee, the PLO’s rul- 
ing body, during the PNC meeting 
in Amman on November 1984. 

They both live in Jordan after 
being expelled from the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank because Isr- 
ael main tains they incited anti- 
Israeli sentiment among the Arab 
population. 

Mr. Milhem was former mayor 
of the West Bank town of Hal- 
houl. Bishop Khoury is assistant 
Bishop of Jerusalem of the Ang- 
lican Church. 


Peres’ efforts fail to end 
Falasha sit-in against rabbis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Min- 
‘feter Shimon Peres failed Tuesday 
to mediate an end to a 21-day 
sit-in by Ethiopian immigrants 
protesting rabbinical rulings that 
they take a ritual bath before mar- 
riage. 

In a 50-minute meeting, the 
rabbis took the unprecedented 
step of authorising a premier to 
negotiate a compromise on an 
issue of Jewish law. 

The protesters are among tho- 
usands of Ethiopian Jews who 
were brought to Israel from their 
famine-stricken country in a sec- 
ret airlift Ia5tyear. The Ethiopians 
are recognised as members of a 
lost branch of Judaism. 

They are unhappy with a rab- 
binical requirement in Israel that 


‘they undergo jmmeisibnjd renew 
their - cwVemaSit with mainstream 
Judaism and have accused the 
rabbis of racial discrimination. 

After Mr. Peres’ intervention in 
July, the rabbis reduced their 
demands to a ritual bath. The Eth- 
iopians feel even this is an insult to 
their adherence to Judaism for 
thousands of years. They want the 
entire dipping procedure dro- 
pped- said spokesman Adisu Mas- 
ala. 25. of Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Peres, in a J 5-minute dis- 
cussion with three Ethiopian lea- 
ders after speaking to the rabbis, 
failed to persuade the nearly 500 
demonstrators to pack up their 
tents and rag-tag belongings and 
end their protest before Yom 
Kippur. or tne Jewish day of ato- 
nement. begins at sundown. 
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622324-9 at your service. 

WEATHER 

AfSerir suppBed by toe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Tbe temperature win oontmue to 
above normal. Nor thwes terly mo d er at e 
winds win become Iteht and variaUe. In 
Aqriia. winds wflj Be northeriy mod- 
erate and calm sea. 

Lorrlhigfi temperature bi deg.C. 

Amman 1902 

Aqaba 2639 

Deserts 18/37 

Jordan VaHey 24/38 


per cent. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


09:19 


2M20 


Local sett Auy rates 

Bahraini dinar 1008J/ 1 

Piiftti goQder 125/ 

Egyptian guinea 245.fr 

French frmte 4fr 

Iraqi dziar 36231 

Japsnaeyen (for 100) 165.1/ 

Kuwaiti dinar 1273 3/ 1 

Lebanese fina 

■■■IP— III**— 20.fr 


Omani riyal 1109.fr 

Oacari riyal 104.fr 

SandB a rqwl 104-5/ 

Swedish crown 462/ 

Swiss franc 1703/ 

Syrian lira 32/ 

UAE dnhazn 104.6/ 
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Egyptian , Israeli aides 
to discuss Taba issue 


-CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt and 
Israel will meet in Cairo on Thu- 
rsday to discuss a long-standing 
dispute over the small Sinai desert 
•enclave of Taba, Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry sources said Tuesday. 

The United States will attend 
the talks. A spokesman for the 
U.S. embassy in Cairo said both 
sides had asked Washington to 
participate. 

The Israeli team will be headed 
by Avraham Tamir. director gen- 
eral of Prime Minister Shimon 
m Peres’, office and the Egyptians by 
Deputy Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hafim Badawi, the sources said. 

The two countries have held 
several inconclusive rounds of 
talks on the 700-metre coastal 
strip retained by Israel after it pul- 
led out of Sinai in 1 982. 

Both sides claim sovereignty 
over Taba and Egypt wants the 
dispute, which is delaying a sum- 
mit meeting between Mr. Peres 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, to be settled by arb- 
itration. 

Mr. Mubarak last week rep- 
orted progress on the dispute but 
said he could not be more specific. 

Israel's coalition government is 


divided over Taba. with Mr. Peres <. 
favouring arbitration in Order to 
pave the way for a summit. His'. 
Labour Party has threatened to/ 
force new elections unless the 
right-wing Likud Bloc hacks faini. 
Meanwhile Israeli Acting For- 
eign Minister Moshe Arens has 
asked Mr. Peres to ensure thatthe 
two top officials visiting Egypt: 
later this week are not authorised 
■to agree to , arbitration on the r - 
Taba dispute, Israel Radio said or?' •: 

Monday. - '~- 

An official said op Sunday the 

two civil servants would propose a 
territorial compromise as a pos- 
sible solution to the sovereignty .. 
over the one-square- kilo metre 
beach resort -area. 

The radio said Mr. Arera who 1 
is deputising for absent Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, had 
asked Mr. Peres to restrict the off-"' 
icials’ authority so that they could 
-not sign an arbitration agreement : 
with EgypL 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Shamir dec- ' 
Ided to send their top civil servants \ 
to Egypt as a way of overcoming a , 
coalition deadlock between their.'' 
parties over how to resolve, the." 
sovereignty issue. 


Saudi Prince to sign 
arms deal with U.K. 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ibn Abdul 
Aziz begins an official visit to Bri- 
tain Wednesday during which he is 
expected to sign a $4.3 billion mil- 
itary aircraft purchase agreement 

The deal, clinched after lengthy 
secret talks, is believed to cover 
the sale of 48 European-made 
Tornado fighter-bombeis^nd 30 
Hawk trainers. 

British Defence Secretary Mic- 
hael Hesdtine is thought to have 
paid at least two secret visits to 
Saudi Arabia to help close the 
deal, informed sources in Riyadh 
said Tuesday. _ 

It will give Britain a major stake 
in Saudi defence well into the 2 Jst 
Century, British defence' sources 
said in London recently. 

“Prince Sultan’s visit- crowns 
and old friendship between Bri- 
tain and Saudi Arabia,” Mr. Hes- 


eltine told the Saudi newspaper 
AsSharq A! Awsat in an interview 
-published Tuesday. 

Britain has benefhted frompoP 
ideal constraints on U.S. -aims- 
exports to Arab countries ptoh - 
mpted by fears the weapons could 
be used against Israel, Riyadh 
sources said . . ; jv : 

By deciding to deal with Bri tain 
ordering Tornados instead of US. 
F- 15s whose use would have been 
restricted by Washington, the 
Saudis averted a confrontation 
with the “Jewish lobby” ia fte- 
U.S. Congress, the sources said. 

- The arms deal, coupled with last' 
week's announcement by Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher that 
two Palestine Liberation Org^' 
animation leaders have been mv-' 
hed to official talks in London, 
boosted Britain's image in Arab 
countries, they added. 


Baghdad meeting decides 


to 


fran 


BAGHDAD (Petra)— The Arab deterrent measures to' stop Iran 
Economists Union • (AEU) has from committing acts of ■ piracy 
decided to establish an Arab com- against commercial ships in the 
pany for manufacturing weapons Gulf region. .... 

to enhance the Arab nation’s sec- The statement also called on all 

urity and also to establish a pan- Arab states to join the Arab 
Arab Agricultural Bank. Common Market and to sign the 

The decisions were announced Council of Arab Economic Unity ’ 
at the closing sessiou of an AEU (CAEU) agreement in order to 
meeting here late Monday. bolster inter- Arab economic coo-. '-i 

A statement issued at the end of Deration. >. 

.1 . ■ * fa ■— Ik !■ - “ _ 


company 


and pledged material and moral Arabia, Sudan. Morocco. Tunisia. 

support ^for those under occ- Palestine. Algeria, Lebanon, the 

upanon. struggling to regain Arab Organisation for Industrial 

ng 5 te and est ~ Development, the Arab Org- 
abhshJheir independent state on anisation for Agricultural Dev-' 

Palestinian soil. elopment and the Economic 

The statement also called on the Commission for Western Asia 
Arab countries to take immediate (ECWA). m 
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Amman gpvenraraie 89122# 

Am m an avfl defence 198, 199 

CM Defence Irbid ..271293.273131 

CM Defence Quwefamcfa 770733 

A m b u lance 193. 77511 i 

Amman downtown fire brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank — 778303 

CM Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

flofice rescue 192. 621111. 637777 

Pofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390a 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water oom pbrfnt* 771125/8 
Queen Alia lat. Airport (08) 53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Najjar 
Dr. Mohammad Abbadi _ 


AlMajed pharmacy . 
TAXES: 

Khaled taxi 


Taxmataoti - 
Youth Gty taxi 
;Wadd* ted ~: 


HOSPITALS 


Hna«n Medical Centre — 
KhaJScU : Maternity, j. Anm 
Akileh Maternity. J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity - 
MaBws, J. Amman 


University Hospital 

Al-Muaaber Hospital ... 

The Islamic, Abasli 

AJ-Ahfi. Abdali 

Italian. AJ-Mbfiahecn 

Al-Badrir. J. Astxrofiefa 
Army. Marka 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 
. 642441/2 

- 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
.... 669131 
845845/65 
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891611/15 
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Shefldi Salem pharmacy 
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tiikinS pharmacy 

GENERAL 


.. 775050 

-778959 
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666417 

644660 

663273 

.812454 

639655 


243711 
— (— j 

.983063 
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Jordan and MiAft 
Overseas ean^ , mm _ 


- 773111/19 

- 774111/19 

642311 

666412' 

- 661176 

12 

aQ& 10 

17 
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market prices 


Uppcrfower price in tts 
Apple 


Banana (Mnkngimar) .. 


Carrot 




-.340/300 
-300/260 
-250/220 
-440/400 
-160/ 120 
-170/120 
— 180/120 
—200/ ISO 
-350/300 
^200/150 
-250/200 
-250/200 
-400/350 
- 260/200 
-320/280 


MaBo» Z- 
Marrow (ter 
Marrow (s : : 
Onion (cby) 
Okra. ^ 




R^iffoes _ 
Sweet Melon 


Water Meioa. 



. — 250/220 
70/ 50 
— *200/150 
— 350/300 
7-J60/I20M 
--420/320 
— 100/ 70 
— 200/160 
* ■_ *. . 

-i* 400/300 . 

r-~^20/200 

— 240/200 
—240/188. 
— 100/ 80 ; 
— .180/120 
-'-.170/120 
180/120 
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. At fei_45 W&tfjtt* and hi&- 
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East.- art. attending the sym- 
posium^. ':■'- . 

At tfeVotiteat of the'opening 
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The opening session on Tuesday of a conference of 
international experts on the archaeological and his- 


torical aspects of the ancient Nabatean city of Petra 
(Petra photo) 



ceremony .I ' Antiquities Dep- 
Diri 


* e Sau di mar 
££*»* 

auHs on ^ 


artmcnipirector Adrian AJ Had- 
idi made it speech voicing app- 
recialxni fo Prance Ha$san for pai- 

which will 
discuss ihebfabataeans and their 
culture through 18 working pap- 
ers io -.be- reviewed by the par- 



openins 
of Inf- 


^rah 


COUflj* 


*? the wean*, 
an* IsnSc 

gtodealftjjj^ 

■nadosinsiejjj 

“se would hK 
*y Was hing 

lfi d a corfnt 
ewiib lobbf ■ 
ss* the sou® 


iressk^ the 

session 'Was Minister oi 
ormation. Culture. Tourism and 
-Antiquities Mohammad A1 Kha- 
>tib wfeoreferreaftt) the symposium 
as a “uraqae evenf '.for discussing- 
ancient events in Jordan and the 
‘artistic, economicand soda! life of 
the Nabataeans who inhabited 
Petra thousands of years ago: Jor- 
'.dan,S£Pferf^as-a natural cult urn? 
bridge] raking. three ancient con- 
r tiaetits tntder die Nabataean civ- 
. i flisaddn , the minis ter said. . . 

i He said that the Nabataeans 


Imi ZT themselves were keen on holding 
semmaft fii Petra, and that they 

“TT* *1 * invited phikKopbers. poets and 
gaittTTni* , literary scholars from tie Middle 
Re iberaiia.; \ East region to attend their dd- 
aaeR hare te - _ iberatitifts." In Petra; the minister 

^ ® |* . said. 'a visitor can discover pre- 
i-un s nnag i - cious fnasuTO^ef^b^urid by the 
ley added. Nabataeans who established a civ- 

~ J itisatidn and praspirbus; fcntgdodi 

faPPld in the ^uth^ region -of Jordan. 
UVUUv Prince HassEifs speech to the 
par ti ci p ants referred to accounts 


leasures to sq 
vitiing aca oi; 
unercial 
■ 

meni also cate 
; to join tlx 
arbet and use 
\rjh feoDtrat. 
ireetnem in w 
-Arahecoonoi- 


aST- , *s^aSlcfists ■ reg- 
, arding t ihe cuiutre pf the Ndb- 
. ateaasii. Tbe-Hcgent^aiso sug- 
_ gestedthat the rich and interesting 
'bistpre flf Petra should be made 
i available to a larger cross-section 
of people, including sch-. 
oolchjldrea and students, through 
doauheetaries .and books on the- 
Nabataean dyil^alion. - 

. Following'- are rinajor excerpts 
1 from. Prfqce Hassan’s speech: - 
- Dr, Ne&6n Olueck said of the 
Nabateans that ‘*ey sought out- 
drops' of ^ moisture with the same 
eagerness, .that hunters display 
iwben stjdJdng' -game.* I- am del- 
igbtedto see. here somany leading > 
sdioldis .ofrthe -history and arc-* 
'baeotogyof Pwra and the Caravan 


Sides, intent on seeking out fur- 
ther drops of knowledge with true 
Nabatean eagerness. May I also 
take tilts opportunity of exp- 
ressing my thanks and app- 
reciation on my own behalf and 
that of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan to UNESCO and Mme 
Lilly Kahil. secretary general of 
the Editorial Committee of the 
Lexicon Icoxtographicum Myt- 
hotogiae Classicac for making this 
symposium possible. 

It has been recognised, as was 
noted by Monsieur Philippe Ber- 
ger at a conference on Arabia Pet- 
ra e a century ago. that the valley 
was full of family burial vaults, 
bearing the names of the dec- 
eased. “Where then.' 1 he asks, 
“were the houses?” “This is a que- 
stion,” he continues, “that has 
baffled us for years. During the 
time of Mohammad (Allah bless 
and preserve him). Monsieur Ber- 
ger surmises “the .Arabs most 
probably thought that these bui- 
ldings were the dwelling places of 
infidels, struck down from the 
heavens in their homes — a belief 
that would seem to have been con- 
firmed by the shape of the bui- 
ldings themselves, with their typ- 
ically Assyrian crenels". 

As I understand it. there are 
conflicting, theories concerning 
th^-.^iabimtkm patterns of .die 
i >1*' tooVerahnt' fronjL 
nomadic to semi-nomadic life and 
the. process of Bedouin sed- 
enterisation. Let us look at what 
John Keltma*’ had to say about the 

^ ms superb book. “The 

Holy Land.” 

“The desert is not all con- 
secrated to death. Besides the 
occasional oases which dot its bar- 
ren expanse, there arc many reg- 
. ions where grass and herbage may 
be had oontmuaily so long as the 
flocks keep wandering. Ac c-, 
ordingly the long low black tent, 
with its obliquely pitched tent- 
ropes and skilfully driven pegs, 
takes the place of such substantial 
building as might create a city. Zt 
has been so for countless gen- 
erations. until now the desert 


Arab fears walls and will not be 
persuaded to enter them. Kin- 
gteke gives a remarkable instance 
of ihh. telling of a journey to Gaza 
on which the Arabs (ravelling with 
him actually abandoned (heir 
camels rather than accompany 
them within the gates." 

So what was it that caused the 
sedenterisation of the Nabateans? 
Was it a response to the dev- 
elopment of an economic, ide- 
ational or military system? Or was 
it for some nobler motive of the 
spirit, that we have not noted, that 
the Nabateans withdrew to Petra? 

David and Elijah. Paul and 
Mohammad (Allah bless and pre- 
serve Him) for various reasons, 
but with the same urgency, betook 
themselves to solitude. If tem- 
ptation awaited them there, and 
the sense of exile and desertion, it 
was there also that angels min- 
istered to them, and the ancient 
prophecies were fulfilled in these 
'streams of spiritual originality 
which broke forth in the deserts of 
moral routine* of their times. 

This fact is abundantly borne 
out by many traits of character 
which are the survivals of a desert 
ancestry. 

Today were are again looking at 
the context of dialogue and int- 
erchange between the cultures, 
and dynasties that have presen tee- 
the pre-Islamic and Islamic era. 
We could 1 be reacting, our res- 
ponsibility to both what one aut- 
hor called ‘The Mandate of Hea- 
ven* and ‘The Mandate of His- 
toiy. It is unfortunate that, with 
the turmoil of events in today’s 
world, we so often lack the opp- 
ortunity of a pause to take breath 
and recognise the achievements of 
the past. Our task, inter alia, is 
surely to identify who we are. to 
whom we belong and what our 
perspective of our future will be. 

Dr. Hammond has spoken to us 
of the cultural aspects of Nabatean 
civilisation. He identifies the pro- 
blem of separating the borrowings 
from the indigenous element and 
examining the Nabateans as Nab- 
ateans in strictu sensit. 


It may not be fashionable these 
days to study in suictu sensu, but 
we as Arabs and Jordanians are 
naturally drawn to the concept of a 
comprehensive examination of 
the Nabateans and Petra as Ara- 
bia Petrae. It is not only the Ame- 
ricans who want to get back to 
their roots. . 

in the last half century great str- 
ides have been made in rec- 
onstructing the Nabatean past — 
for which we have many of you 
here present to thank. Recently. 
Abbe Jean Starcky of the Centre 
National de la Recherche Sci- 
enltfique has been charged, with 
Ahbe J.T. Milik. with the pub- 
lication of new Nabatean rexes for 
the monumental ‘Corpus In&- 
criptonum Semiticarum*. In this 
connection they have been eng- 
aged in several expeditions and 
projects, unearthing previously 
unexplored areas of Nabatean his- 
tory. 

It has been suggested that Nab- 
atean civilisation stretched much 
further than was originally tho- 
ught — from the Persian Gulf to 
Palmyra and 1 was interested to 
noted, included Mecca. 

I am also fascinated, as a lay- 
man, to learn from Professor G.D. 
Liveing that a gum resin sample of 
the Bakhur or drugs of the Nab- 
‘a lean embalm ere. when subjected 
..successively to the action of ben- 
L zenei- ether, alcohol and water! 
obtained the following result: 
2.35% of the substance was sol- 
uble in benzene. 5.45% of the sub- 
stance was soluble in ether. 
12.25% of the substance was sol- 
uble in alcohol. 27.36% of the 
substance was soluble in water. 
TTiere remained a considerable 
amount of residue after the ext- 
raction by these menstrua. This 
consisted partly of sand with some 
fibres of wood and other such sub- 
stances. When burnt there was 
altogether an amount of ash equal 
to 38. 1 8% of the whole sample. 

Also, as was noted by Professor 
M. Maculisier. “The pieces of 
cloth from the Nabatean tombs of 
Mcdatn Salih are quite ind- 


istinguishable from the linen 
which was used in Egypt for enw- 
rapping mummies. The thicker 
leather is perhaps camel-hide. The 
resinous matter (bakhur) is of the 
same nature as thar so often found 
in Egyptian mummies.** 

While concerning the money of 
ancient Arabia. Mr. Barclay V 
Head, of the British Museum, div- 
ides the coins of Arabia in pre- 
Fslamic times into three great cla- 
sses: The money of the Yemen or 
the so-called Himyariiic coins, the 
money of the Nabatean kings and 
the coins of the various Arabian 
cities under the Roman empire. 
The money of the Nabatean kings 
in Northern Arabia appears to 
have begun with Malchus I circa 
B.C. 145 and ended with Malchus 
10 over two hundred years later, 
circa A.D. 67. 

Progress in archaeological exp- 
lanation has been extraordinary 
and we have great hope for the 
future. Yet again the question 
poses itself, can we fulfil our Man- 
date of Heaven and of History to 
the benefit of rhe layman and civ- 
ilisation as a whole. We are told by 
specialists in every field in this age 
of distinct disciplines, that soc- 
iologists are needed to speak in 
layman's terms. It would be unf- 
ortunate if we allowed spe- 
cialisation to stand in the way of 
humanising our insight into the 
civilisations of the past. As we 
look at the humanitarian req- 
uirements of identifying our past, 
present and future. let us try to 
address our thoughrfui. but oth- 
erwise ill-informed public and 
most especially our youth. 

In the past as in the present 
there have heen more than mere 
trade routes, resources and mat- 
erial manifestations of civilisation: 
His Majesty King Hussein has said 
that Jordan’s most important asset 
is its human resources — the best 
study of man is man. We hope that 
in this spirit we can develop an 
inter-disciplinary archaeological 
study of sedentarisation in Arabia 
Petrae. 

As regards the youth — who 
should not be forgotten in this Int- 
ernational Year of the Youth, our 
schoolbooks a re crying out for reg- 
ional histories which could form 
extra-curricula reading of a rew- 
arding nature. They would mor- 
eover enhance awareness of and 
attachment to archaeological dis- 
COveiy. 

Would it not be possible' to dev- 
-dop a profile, anthropological, 
economic, social and spiritual of 
this remarkable Nabatean civ- 
ilisation. A work which could well 
be documented and visually por- 
trayed as in the remarkable BBC 
documentary on the Greeks. This 
could in itself assist in breaking 
down stereotypes and enhancing 
understanding of Arab identity 
and its links with other periods of 
history. It is to this end that I enc- 
ourage your symposium and wish 
you well in your deliberations. 

Archaeology has been said to be 
the science of digging in the earth 
to try and find a civilisation worse 
than ours — let us also ensure that 
it is the science which promotes 
future civilisation. 


for WaMfl 





Jordan may never seek U.S. arms if current proposal is rejected’ 
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conference with -the participation 
of ail the parties concerned — Isr- 
ael and- a Jordanian-Palesonian 
delegatidh — under the auspices 
of tfmT^pemaneat mean bets of 
the UjN. iecurity Council. Obv- 
iously.^et much has been done. 
But we hope we can finally find 
out where westand during oar trip 
to Washington . 

vj: Wh«r Assistant Secretary of 
Sate. Richard Murphy was in 
Amman. recently, he was sup- 
posed:^ meet .with you and the 
Palestinians — but didn't. What 
was the problem? - • . 

A: .'We're -mystified by the mis- 
imdcr&mdings. There was a mee- 
ting schedufed-Onthe Palestine li 
side, there were prominent jn- 
PLO. figures who wire ol—Iously 
.selected by thc PLO. Tl j it was 
derid^mat other criteria should 
be^ added for those attending: That 
to our belief was- doe lo (pressure 
from) ZaraeL.The possibuity of a 
meeting is sfiB there, but n has 
already taken too long, 

Jt Whafs the point of a meeting 
between -U.$,. officials and non- 
PLO ^ Palestinians, given that 
Washington wants it to lead to dir- 
ect negotiations with Israel and 

you want an international con- 
ference?/ 

A: If we had this meeting, and (hen 
a second meeting to dear tip (Pal- 
estinian 3 "acceptance of Security 
Council -Resolutions) 242 and 
338. whkfa would indude the rec- 
ognition tof the right of .Israel to 
exist tbea’at least we r dhave adia- 
logue -rH&r at least a relationsdup. 
so to speak; inth all theparties of 
the comict 1 believe this is a step 
fotwwtry- 

J: The Jinited States and Israel 
flatly oppose the mteraatkmal 
conference. mdiufing'ihe~Sovieis, 
that yon propose. - ' . : 

A: Why9TMs fe a question I woukh 
like to have answered in a logical 

way. n: ■ ■. - r > ■■ * =:.• — 1 . : 

* . > .• ^ . ■. 

■ ■. *.. j* . . . ■ . ^ ■ 1 ■ •- _ ■ ■ * 


j: They might reply. “Why nor 
direct negotiations?” 

A: Between whom? Between Jor- 
danians. Palestinians and Israelis? 
Fine, does Israel recognise the 
Palestinians? And by the Pal- 
estinians 1 mean the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people: the PLO. If the Pal- 
estinians are not the major puny 
to the conflict on the Arab side. I 
don’t know whois. Peace has to be 
referred to the Security Council in 
the final analysis for its gua- 
rantees. and for its blessings, 
under the formula of Resolutions 
242 and 338. So why not have the 
five permanent members of the 
security Council oversee the neg- 
otiations? 

j: Mi^Lt there be some other 
form»..a that would not involve the 
Soviet Union, which does not have 
relations with Israel? 

A: I believe that the Soviet Union 
can not be ignored. It is involved 
in this area. It has very strong ties 
and connections and some rel- 
ations in this part of the world. It 
has a right to be there. Denying it 
this right woi^d create obstacles 
for any >i£ce process. 

J: Is : zing the peace process 

really . matter of such urgency? 
Some observers have suggested 
that Israel, for one. might prefer 
the status quo. 

A: Perhaps for. the moment, but 
then what? How does Israel rec- 
oncile this attitude with the pri- 
nriples and the ideals that the Jew- 
ish people had when they founded 
their state? How can Israel Itself 
oppress another people? And 
looking down the line — ■ 10 years, 
15 years from now — are you 
, going to have a Jewish state in 
Which there are equal.numbers of 
Jews and A rabs? A re the Arabs to 
be second-class' people denied, 
their rights? Are they to enjoy.che 
same, right s as the people of the 
Jewish state? (The lack of a peace 
treaty 35 rau£ k a dilemma to 


Israel as it is to us. 

J: Once again, the Reagan adm- 
inistration hopes to persuade 
Congress to approve a maj jr sale 
of U.S. arms to Jordan Are you 
optimistic this rime/ 

A: I am mull I'm proven wrong. 
Wp believe the Reagan adm- 
inistration will push. Obviously, 
we're watching very carefully 
whar is happening because it is. as 
far as wore concerned, a very 
serious test caso. 


J‘ What if it doesn’t go through? 
A: If it goes haywire again this 
lime. I think that I wouldn i be out 
of place in saying it v.ould be the 
very last rime Jordon would every 
approach the U.S. for any arm- 
ament. We would have fo look 
elsewhere. We have had some 
Soviet equipment purchases, and 
our chief of staff is in the Soviet 
Union now. after a longstanding 
invitation. We have also gone to 
others in Europe. 


J: Your supporters say you have 
taken serious risks with this peace 
initiative. Terrorists who oppose it 

have killed five of your diplomats. 
Have the risks been worth it? 

A: I will continue to take risks wit- 
hout any hesitation. Existence its ■ 
elf is not an objective. Our obj- 
ective is that we will be rem- 
embered long after we are gone, 
by generations living in this area in 
peace and serenity. 


PLO leadership welcomes British move 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Our people in the occupied 
territories have no alternative but 
to fight the Israeli occupation thr- 
ough whatever means are ava- 
ilable.” a senior PLO official told 
the Jordan Times earlier this 
week. 

“The PLO is committed to 
armed struggle until it sees dear 
indications that the Palestinian 
question would be adequately 
redressed." he added. 

In a related development, a sen- 
ior PLO offidal has denied the 
presence of Palestinian com- 
mando bases in Jordan. Israeli 
leaders have repeatedly accused 
Jordan of providing bases to Pal- 
estinian commandos. 

But in an interview with the 
Egyptian newspaper Ai Akhbar. 


Hani AI Hass an. a senior political 
advisor to Mr. Arafat, said the Isr- 
aeli accusation “reflected Israel's 
inability to control the Palestinian 
gun inside the occupied ter- 
ritories.” 

According to the Baghdad sta- 
tement the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee also discussed the surge of 
violence that has gripped the nor- 
thern Lebanese port city of Tri- 
poli. The PLO leadership accused 
the Syrians of instigating the da- 
shes and violence.” 

The statement also said the 
PLO leadership reviewed the sit- 
uation in the five-year-old Iran- 
Iraq war. 

The Iraqi News Agency, later 
quoted Mr. Arafat as saying that 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) would call an eme- 
rgency summit meeting of Islamic 


leaders if Iran continued to spurn 
efforts to have it negotiate peace 
with Iraq. 

“An emergency Islamic summit 
would be called by the OIC peace 
committee if Iran once again does 
not respond to its efforts." Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat and other Pal- 
estinian officials who attended the 
two-day meeting met Iraqi Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein on Tue- 
sday. Palesti nian sources told 
Reuter. 

They quoted Mr. Arafat as say- 
ing they discussed with President 
Hussein the present situation of 
the Palestinian people and the 
Arab situation in general. 

Mr. Arafat said President Hus- 
sein had reiterated Iraq’s constant 
support for the “independent Pal- 
estinian national decision now and 
in the fiiture.” 


Focus shifts to King-Reagan meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

Secretary of State . .George 
Shultz told the U.N. General Ass- 
embly on Monday that “the mom- 
ent is at hand” this year for Mid- 
east peace talks. 

. Addressing the 40th session of 
the Assembly. Mr. Shultz- listed 


. problems and progress around the 
world. . 

He said the past year has seen 
major efforts toward developing 
Arab- Israel negotiations, and he 
affirmed that “ ib e United States is 
committed and engaged in sup- 
port of those efforts." But, be ins- 
isted, propress will only come. 


about through direct negotiations. 
and these have lobe based on Uni- 
ted Nations Security Council Res- 
olutions 242 and 338 — “there is 
no other way.” 

Secretary Shultz also called for 
both parties to enter negotiations 
to end “the devastating war bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq." 
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UNRWA plans no further 

cuts in refugee services 

■ 

this year, Rydbeck says 

Outgoing commissioner general reiterates appeal 
for contributions to offset U.N. agency’s deficit 


By Sa'ad G. Hattar 


ay : 
Jordon 


AMMAN — The United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) plans no 
further cuts in its services during 1985 despite a 
remaining deficit of between $5-6 million, UNRWA 
Commissioner General Olof Rydbeck said on Tue- 
sday. 
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Speaking at a press conference. 
Mr. Rydbeck conceded that 
UNRWA is still facing problems 
caused by lack of funds but he said 
that no further cuts will be made 
this year. 

Mr. Rydbeck. currently in 
Amman on a farewell tour. of the 
region, said that extra con- 
tributions have been collected 
partially to cover the agency's def- 
icit of S27 million in its I V85 bud- 
get which resulted from a decline 
in voluntary contributions by 
donor countries. 

The United States has extended 
$8m to the budget while Canada 
has contributed S2m. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Sweden Sone million and 
Norway ShaJf a million. Mr. Ryd- 
beck told a press conference, the 
last he held in Amman in his cap- 
acity as UNRWA Commissioner 
General. 

Another S7 million were gained 
as a result of fluctuations in the 
value of the U.S. dollar and the 
Lebanese pound, be pointed out. 

Regarding UNRWA’s edu- 
cation programmes. Mr. Rydbeck 
asserted that UNRWA will mai- 
ntain its teaching services until the 
end of the 1985-86 scholastic year 
next June. 

Mr. Rydbeck also appealed to 
other Arab countries to follow the 
example of Saudi Arabia and said 
that any contribution would help 


UNRWA in its financial crisis and 
would enable it to maintain its 
regular services. 

“Several Arab countries have 
made promise to extend funds to 
help UNRWA overcome its def- 
icit. but only Saudi Arabia h3s ful- 
filled its commitment." Mr. Ryd- 
beck said adding that “Arab cou- 
ntries could do a lot more to help 
UNRWA.” The commissioner 
general, however, praised Jor- 
dan’s support for the agency and 
said “Jordan has been extremely 
helpful.’’ 

The commissioner general had 
earlier called ou donor countries 
to hold a meeting in January 1 986 
to discuss means of finding regular 
finances for UNRWA within the 
existing method of voluntary con- 
tributions. Regular contributions 
would reduce the possibility of any 
financial crisis prompted by delays 
in payments, he said on Tuesday. 

Speaking about UNRWA’s act- 
ivities in Lebanon in the aftermath 
of recent attacks on three refugee 
camps in Beirut. Mr. Rydbeck 
pointed out that UNRWA is in the 
process of reconstructing dwe- 
llings in Shatila and M ; r!. 
camps Reconstruction in Bourj 
AI B'arajneb had not been possible 
op until the past 10 days because 
of continuous shelling of the 
camp, he said, adding that surveys 
have been undertaken in the camp 



Olof Rydbeck 

for reconstruction. 

Mr. Rydbeck stressed that 
UNRWA's fuiure survival is con- 
tingent on the continuity of donor 
countries’ contributions. 

Georgi Giacomalli of Italy has 
been nominated to succeed Mr. 
Rydbeck in November. Mr. Ryd- 
beck will have served six years in 
office as UNRWA commissioner 
general. 

Majati meets with Rydbeck 

Before his press conference, the 
outgoing commissioner general 
met with Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Wahab AI Majali and ext- 
ended UNRWA's appreciation 
for the Jordanian government's 
support and facilities for the age- 
ncy’s operations in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Rydbeck and Mr. Majali 
discussed educational and health 
services to Palestinian refugees 
and ways of improving these ser- 
vices. During thf* "•? .uiig. Mr. 
M-;- 1 : .iterated Jordan’s con- 
cern over the well-being of ref- 
ugees in Jordan. 

The meeting, held at the Prime 
Ministry, was attended by Min- 
ister of Occupied Territories Aff- 
airs Taher Kan a' an and UNRWA 
Director in Jordan Olof HallqvisL 


Piped water 
pure, fit for 
drinking, 
Hamzeh says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health Min- 
ister Zaid Hamzeh Tuesday ass- 
ured Jordanians that water piped 
to all houses via the water net- 
works is pure and fit for human 
consumption. 

The minister was reviewing the 
water situation in Jordan in an int- 
erview conducted by the Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra. Dr. 
Hamzeh said that the Health Min- 
istry maintains strict controls on 
all water resources in the Kin- 
gdom and added that it conducts 
periodic tests on water samples 
from various regions to determine 
the water quality. 

Dr. Hamzeh. who was com- 
menting on a water quality sym- 
posium which ended in Amman 
last week, said that if any water 
sample is found to be con- 
taminated. instructions are imm- 
ediately issued to water aut- 
horities asking them to conduct 
investigations to determine the 
source of contamination. If lab- 
oratory tests prove that the water 
source is polluted in any way. the 
spring or reservoir will not be used 
for domestic water supplies, the 
minister added. He died the exa- 
mple of A! Jame’ spring in Salt 
which was found to be con- 
taminated and later closed. 

■ 

Dr. Hamzeh appealed to all cit- 
izens to ensure that water tanks on 
the rooves of their homes are fir- 
mly closed in order to prevent any 
impurities entering the tank and 
the drinking water. 

The symposium, which was org- 
anised by the Health Ministry in 
cooperation with the World Hea- 
lth Organisation, concluded on 
Thursday. 
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Majali cables Saudi crown prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister AbduJ Wahab AI 
Majali Tuesday sent a cable of good wishes to Saudi Arabian 
Crown Prince and First Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz on the occasion of Saudi A rabia’s national day. In his 
cable. Mr. Majali wished the prince health and happiness and 
progress and prosperity for the Saudi people. 


TCC disconnects 6,000 telephones 

AMMAN (R) — The Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) 
has disconnected 6.000 telephones in Amman for non-payment 
of bills totalling JD 5 million. “This is the only way of alerting 
people that they must pay.” TCC Director-General Mohammad 
Shahed Ismael told Reuters Tuesday. “The government cannot 
give free telephone service to subscribere." He said the cor- 
poration bad only disconnected telephones for which 1984 bills 
exceeding JD 100 had not been settled after three appeals for 
payment through the local media. 

Zarqa prepares activities for 
King’s birthday 

ZAR ,»A (Petra) — Zarqa Govemorate will hold week-long fes- 
tivities in November to mark His Majesty King Hussein’s 50th 
birthday. A statement following a meeting by a committee res- 
ponsible for organising the activities, said that there will be spe- 
eches, marches, book exhibitions and folk performances. Also the 
foundation stone for a new cultural centre will be laid during the 
week, two public gardens will be opened on the occasion and the 
Genera] Union of Voluntary Societies will organise visits to orp- 
hanages and hospitals to present gifts to the needy and sick. Over 
the past few weeks committees have been active in other regions 

■ of the country preparing activities to mark the occasion. 

AOAS to host international conference 

■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Organisation for Administrative 
Sciences (AOAS) will hold an international conference on adm- 
inistrative sciences in Amman in September 1986. AOAS Dir- 
ector Generd Naser AI Saegh announced here Wednesday.- He 
said that nearly 1 .000 experts from around the world are expected 
to take pan in the conference. Dr. Saegh who has just returned 
from an international conference on administration, held in Tunis 
between SepL ] 2 and 30. said that a preliminary meeting has been 
scheduled for June 30 in Amman to prepare for the international 
conference. 


Fund-raising campaign for Sudan gains 
momentum, support from govemorates 

SALT (Petra) — Balqa Governor 
Mijbem AI Khreishefa chaired a 
meeting in Salt on Tuesday to dis- 
cuss a national campaign for col- 
lecting contributions to relieve the 
suffering of drought and famine 
victims in Sudan and ways in 
which Balqa Govemorate 
contribute to the campaign. 

In a speech at the outset of the 
meeting Mr. Khreishefa appealed 
to dozens to offer financial and 
in-kind contributions in support of 
the humanitarian cause and as a 
national duty towards Arab bro- 
thers. 


At the meeting, a central com- 
mittee chaired by the governor 
was formed to organise the cam- 
paign with the help of local banks 
and the Salt Department of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs. Mr. Khr- 
eisheh announced that he was 
donating a month’s salary to sup- 
port the campaign and that his 
staff were giving a day’s pay tow- 
ards helping the Sudanese ref- 
ugees. 

In Karak. another meeting was 
held under the chairmanship of 
the head of the social affaire dep- 
artment to look into ways for org- 


anising a collection campaign in 
the Karak region. The local com- 
mittee carrying out the campaign 
has decided to issue an appeal to 
schools, companies and other ins- 
titutions to collect contributions 
and to recruit School children to 
help in the collection campaign. 

In Ajloun. District Governor 
Mahmoud AI Sari chaired a mee- 
ting to organise a similar cam-* 
paign. At the meeting, pre- 
parations for celebrations • j mark 
His Majesty King Hussein's 50th 
birthday were also dkaisgari 
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U.S. recognition of PLO is long overdue 


■ ■ 

By Hermann Eilts 

■ 

The writer is a former U.S . ambassador to Egypt. ff« article is'rep- 
~ rimed from ''facing die PLO Question ", a booklet published recently ' 
by die Washington-based foundation for Middle East peace. The 
booklet contained two more articles dial tackled the same question of 
who should speak for die Palestinians. Those two articles appeared in 
. yesterday's Jordan Times. 


FOR FIVE years now. the Arab- 
Israeli peace process has sta- 
gnated. Tragically, the mom- 
entum achieved under the Nixon. 
Ford and Carter administrations 
has l>een lost. Blame for this sad 
state of affairs is diffuse, but one 


obligation. Jettisoning the Kis- 
singer commitment would only 
impugn the credibility of U.S. ass- 
urances. In the Middle East, these 
are already badly frayed. Further 
tarnishing of the American image 
for reliabfliiy should be avoided. 


outset. 

Because of inability to co-opt 
pro- Jordanian Pales tinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza, the Likud 
government of Israel, b eginning in 
198] . sought tO o rganis e SO-CaUed 
Village Leagues in the occupied 
areas. Spearheaded by Mustafa 
Dudain. a West Bank Palestinian 
who had once served as Jordanian 
minister, these organisations were 
allegedly made up of Palestinians 
who wished (o challenge local 
PLO leaders and participate in a 


humiliated it. Not only does the wns. attributable to one or ano- 
Syrian leadership denounce Ara- *er component of the PLO. that 
fiat’s PLO but also Jordan for the are _ reprehensible even ni. a rial- 
“A znman agreement.” and it omi- estinian national liberation oon- 
nously warns Jordanians and Pal- text. But the Israeli position is also 
estinians not to participate ;in any based on political expediency. It 
new American-sponsored peace aims at limiting Palestinian par- 
negotiations. The reappointment ticipation in peace negotiations to 
of Zaid Rifa'i- who has good con- those whom it can pressure, by vir- 
tacts with the Syrians, as prime tueof its military occupation, into 
minister of Jordan is not likely to complaisance and. concurrently, 
alter hardline Syrian attitudes, at keeping the issue of diaspora 
Syria will remain an obstacle and Palestinians out of any neg- 
no amount of American pro- otiations. Israel recognises that 

* .k. m * .a . * .-A. 


Jordan alone & unacceptable © ;. 
die Palestinians as their sole neg- f- 


major cause has been inability to' The aforementioned 1977 for- 
oo-opt mutually acceptable and mula. which gave Palestinians the 
representative Palestinian par- opportunity to specify what they 
ticipation . considered to be politically needed 

Whether one likes it or qol the balance to the generic “refugee” 
Palestinian compnent of the language of U.N. Resolution 242, 
Arab-Israeli problem has been would still be a sensible way to 
and remains the core issue. To proceed, if internal PLO political 
ignore this is myopic. If renewed dynamics made this possible. It 
progress towa rd a comprehensive would not commit any other party 
Middle East peace is to be sought, to their concepts, but would make 


Our security comes first 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein made it dear in an interview published 
in Newsweek magazine yesterday that Jordan would have to look 
elsewhere for its arms requirements if the United Slates Congress 
blocked the sale of arms to Jordan. The King told Newsweek, an the 
eve of his visit to the United Nations and his talks with President 1 
Reagan on Sept. 30, that if the U.S. Congress took such a move, it 
could well be “the very last time Jordan would ever approach the 
United States for armament.” 

On earlier occasions, U.S. legislators vetoed moves to seD Jordan 
American arms, and the King's statement yesterday dearly dem- 
onstrates that Jordan is determined to pursue efforts for providing its 
Armed Forces with modern arms, whether the supplies came from the 
United States or any other country. The King also im«w^ that' 
Jordan might purchase arms from the Soviet Union as it did in the past 
and drew attention to the fact the chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Fathi Abu 
Taleb, is at present paying an official visit to the Soviet Union after a 
longstanding invitation from Moscow. 

On many occasions. King Hussein pledged to seek every passible 
means for modernising the Armed Forces and providing them with 
advanced weapons to defend ourselves. His statement to Newsweek 
bears witness to Jordan’s determination to do so, although that does 
not mean that we win abandon the diplomatic approach to Bad a just 
and durable solution to the Pales tinian problem. 

The talks between President Reagan, on the one hand, and King 
Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, on the other hand, 
will be dominated by these related questions. Bat just in case som- 
ebody forgets or chooses to ignore the facts on the ground, it should be 
emphasised that Jordan is very serious about the issue of acquiring 
weapons required for its army while at the same time it continues to 
pursue all the QipIo.T:?'^ means at its disposal to brine about ueace. 
and justice to this region. — »™ 

If the US. Congress allows itself to be manqniiaieti by the Israeli 
lobby on Capitol Hill and elsewhere, let it be so. Only time will show 
the honourable gentlemen their grave mistake. In the meantime, 
nothing will stand in the way of Jordan acquiring the arms it needs, 
whether from Europe, the Soviet Union or any other source around 
the world. Our national security stands at the top of our priorities. 
Nobody .not the U.S. Congress nor anybody else, has the right to veto 
our legitimate needs to self-defence. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
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Al -Ra’i: The last chance 

IN AN INTERVIEW with the American magazine Newsweek King 
Hussein reiterated his belief that the lime is now ripe for undertaking 
meaningful action to resolve the Middle East problem. 

The King said that the Jordan-PLO accord of Feb. 1 1- represents 1 
a good opportunity which might be the last chance for the parties 
involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict to get down to business and talk 

peace ° f their refiion for 1116 sake of reachin S a lasting 

Jordan s position has lately been strengthened with an ann- 
ouncement by Mrs. Margaret Tharcher of Britain's plans to convene 
a meeting between the British Foreign Secretary and a joint 
Jordanian -Palestinian delegation to discuss the issue. This step 
means the Arabs have now won the support of the European Com- 
munity and that a major obstacle has been removed from the path to 

pC3CC. 

When King Hussein said this is the last chance for peace, he also 
made it clear that the Arabs have genuine desire to achieve that 
peace and that they are willing to embark immediately on a dialogue 

with the United States prior to convening an international con- 
rerence to handle the issue. 

Israel's defeat in Lebanon and its heavy losses there brought the 
Israeli society back to its senses and many voices are being raised now 
inside this society demanding peace because they have realised that 
peace can not be attained through aggression. 


the Palestinian issue needs he ser- 
iously addressed. Despite “lip” 
service to the need for a Pal- 
estinian settle orient, the U.S. has 
for too long adopted aa ostrich- 
like stance toward the issue. We. 
like Israel, hut for less com- 
prehensible reasons, have been 
paranoic on the subject. To con- 
tinue to be so will only add to the 
already formidable obstacles to 
reviving the peace process. Not 
only will it lead to further det- 
erioration of the Middle East sit- 
uation. hut also to an erosion of 
American interests in the area. 
Some meaningful U.S. dialogue 
with the Palestinians, in order to 
co-opt them into the peace pro- 
cess. is imperative. The salient 
question remains: Is dialogue with 
the PLO relevant to such a pur- 
pose or not? 


these an appropriate agenda item 
for discussion. Granted, agenda 
formation has in the past been 
contentious, but all options must 
he on the table in any serious set- 
tlement process. 

The Camp David Commitment 

Article A-l erf the “Framework 
for Peace in the Middle East.” sig- 
ned at Camp David in 1978. sti- 
pulates that West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinians may participate in 
Jordanian and Egyptian del- 
egations to negotiate an aut- 
onomous. self-governing body in 
those occupied territories. There 
is no specific prohibition on such 
Palestinians being adherents of 
the PLO. although Israel has rep- 
eatedly indicated it wQl not deal 
with active or prominent PLO 
members. Diaspora Palestinians 


negotiatingp recess. Copying PLO pitiation will change this, 

techniques, the Village Leagues ■ ™ . . - 

used stroug-enn measures to See- _ Pn f lda “ 

ree fellow Palestinians. Despite Eg^L man effort to get the long- 

considerahle rhetoric in thefinal staI . Ied 

two yea is of the Likud rov- a S am ’ us - mv " 

erament about growing support 5®, a i ? int J 0 [daniairfPaIestinian 
for these Village Leaim^thev deIe S atlonto Washington for pre- 
were non-starters from the outset P rior w a broader 

and unrepresentative of the Pal- ne g° £iaIJ0 . n - including Israel and 
estinian community. Wfcelv the Egypt. Tliis was opposed by Israel 
government of Prime Minister ^ rejected by the U.S.. at least 
Shimon Peres has recognised the up 10 now ‘ lasteaa ' die U.S. is 
farcical nature of the Village Lea- P ush ‘ n § rts modified version of the 


Of the multiple aspects of the a . re . implicitly excluded from par- 
Palesrinian problem, five are esp- ticipation in autonomy neg- 
eciaily pertinent to the current orations, whose sole purpose fa to 
impasse: a) the Kissinger com- structure a five-year transitional 
mitment of 1975 to Israel; h) the regime and to prepare for a 
“Framework for Peace in the seoon d [-stage negotiations on the 
Middle East" document, signed at ^ na j disposition of these occupied 
Camp David on September 17. territories. An earlier draft of that 


1 1978; c) the current disarray wit- 
hin the Palestinian national mov- 
ement and its effects on prospects 
of co-opting non- PLO Palestinian 
'participants; d)the Israeli position 
or. th** PLO; and e) the question of 
whether U.S. interests are served 
by dealing with the PLO. at least 
with Yasser Arafat’s Al Fatah 
organisation. No less important, 
can the latter constructively neg- 
otiate or is it mired in its own fra- 
mewo rk of rigidities? This still has 
to he probed. 

Tile Kissinger Commitment- 1 


- mdU ^- 3 SU ~ * e PLO designation; a Syrian- 
aSP ° ra “PP 0 ^ National Alliance; and 
? 31 “ me ** Democratic Alliance. Of the 
d i ? rough an three. Al Fatah remains strongest. 
^ aa t ?P a f rence : b V t ** although Arafat's political nK£ 

^frn^^ dlT S f ^ a l. Isr - ers “verability is now undeniably 

^ ^ David thus ign- circumscribed. Paradoxically, 

ored completely the issue nf rh*» _ % ... _ . ... . 


maun* ui me vuiage Lea- 
gue and quietly discarded them. 

Try as the LLS., Israel and 
Egypt might to co-opt West 
Bank/Gaza Palesti nians into aut- 
onomy negotiations, it became 
abundantly dear that PLO app- 
roval, would be needed for any 
meaningful Palestinian par- 
ticipation. 

Recent developments 

Since 1982. several significant 
developments have transpired in 
.the Middle East that affect the 
question of Palestinian par- 
ticipation. IsraePs invasion of 
Lebanon in the summer of 1 982, 
ostensibly to eliminate PLO fig^ 
hteis in that country, inflicted a 
military, but not a political defeat 
on the PLO. The subsequent Syr- 
ian supported schism in Al Fatah 
triggered internecine fighting 
among the Palestinians, eve- 
ntually requiring Arafat and his 
followers to leave Lebanon. In 
consequence, the erstwhile PLO 
conglomerate has split into three 
segments: The rump Al Fatah of 
Arafat, which has appropriated 


ored completely the issue of the 
diaspora Palestinians. 

Israel has always insisted these 
should be assimilated into host 
Arab countries; the U-S- until 
recently, has favoured some kind 


circumscribed. Paradoxically, 
many Palestinians who criticised 
Arafat's leadership have rallied to 
him because of hitiemess over 
Syrian efforts to use the Pal- 
estinian national movement for 


Aq ■ ■*. - - .... , . ; pensation of Palestiniah refugees. 

As part of the political pnoe the latter precedent to res- 
pani to Israel for accepting the ettlement elsewhere. The Reagan 
Smain disengagement agreement administration, which has notsSe- 
of 1975. then Secretary of State dfically endorsed any repatriation 

mS,rt5!T r .?r e a , J com " or compilation ooocept is hel- 
mitment thst the U-S. would not - ipi/aH AniAi.r 


■ c *eir own ends. 

n Tivoli?" ? f b September. 1982. Reagan. pro- 

•V? Resolution 1 94 of I y 4 y. cal- posed renewed Middle E^tpSa 
Ung for repatriation or com- talks. These were i 


mitment that the U.S. would not 
engage in dialogue with the PLO 
unless and until the latter rec- 
ognised U.N. Resolution 242 and 
Israel's right to exist. His purpose 
was understandable; yet. giving 
such a written commitment was 
regrettable. It has ever since been 
the major vulnerability in the 
A merican capacity to play an opt- 
imal mediator’s role between the 
Arabs as a whole and Israel.lt was 
made because Kissinger. like the 

late President Sadat, badly needed 
an agreement after the abortive 
March negotiations of that year. A 
second failure would have been 
disastrous for ihe U-S. image in 

the Middle East The commitment 

was given without Sadat’s kno- 


or compensation concept is bel- 
ieved to favour host country abs- 
orption of Palestinian refugees, if 
it has thought about this aspect of 
the problem. 

It was precisely the ina- 
dequacy of the Camp Davidagr- 
eement in dealing with the totality 
of the Palestinian problem that 
made jt unacceptable, not only to 
Palestinians, but to Arabs at large. 
Intensive post-Camp David eff- 
orts by the U.S.. Egypt and Israel 
to coopt West /Gaza Palestinian 
into proposed autonomy neg- 


talks. These were to he based 
upon Camp David precepts: but 
the U.S. indicated it would oppose 
incorporation of the West Bank 
and Gaza into Israel and an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state. Some 
unspecified division of the West 
Bank was contemplated and those 
parts of the West Bank that would 
receive autonomy should he “in 
association" with Jordan, wha- 
tever that might mean in practical 
terms. 

That proposal, useful though it 
was. never got off the ground. Isr- 
ael rejected it out of hand. On bis 
part. King Hussein, while int- 
erested. stressed he needed a PLO 
and Arab green light to negotiate 
for the Palestinians. These, he had 
difficulty in obtaining. Nor did the 


otiatwnsgotnowhere.TTierewere. Reagan administration, involved 
Palestinians in the West Bank and « i " , 1 . • 


Al Dustour: U.S. responsibility 

KING HUSSEIN has made it clear in his interview with the Ame- 
rican magazine Newsweek that unless the present chance of est- 
ablishing peace in the Middle East is exploited the door will be open 
for more violence and to further deterioration in the situation. 

The statement which reiterated Jordan's view assumes special 
importance, coming on the eve of King Hussein's talks with President 
Reagan to discuss the Arab-Israeli oonflicL The next step for ach- 
ieving a real progress towards peace depends on the U.S. adm- 
inistration alone, which should stop procrastinating and delaying the 
planned dialogue with the Jordanians and the Palestinians. 

If the United States continues to fail to take a meaningful action 
towards establishing peace, it will be failing in its duty as a sup- 
erpower to help achieve that end. but if it continues to extend 
unlimited support and assistance to Israel it will be encouraging the 
Zionist state to pursue its aggressive policies, which in turn, invite 
more extremism and more violence in our region. 

The Middle East is now at crossroads and the United States holds a . 
responsibility towards steering it into the path of peace not to more 
violence and more conflict. 

Sawt Al Shaab: King rallies for peace 

■ 

KING HUSSEIN is serious in mobilising all nations efforts including 
those of the United States towards achieving peace in our region and 
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict 
On the eve of his meeting With President Reagan, the King rei- 
terated that the Arabs seek to establish peace and said that the 
Jordanian-PLO accord represented a last attempt to attain such 
peace, otherwise the Middle East will be exposed to extremism, 
violence and all forms of danger. 

The King made all this clear in his interview with the American 
Newsweek magazine in which he said that the whole world was now 
oriented towards peace including the Israeli society itself where' 
voices had been raised demanding an end to war. 

The King’s statement assumes importance in view of the backing to 
the Jordanian-PLO efforts on the part of Britain and the forthcoming 
summit meeting between the two superpowers during which major 
world issues including the Arab-Israeli conflict are bound to be. 
discussed. 

The Jordanian-PLO accord of Feb. 1 1 provides for a real and 
lasting peace to be established through an international conference. 

King Hussein also made it dear that Jordan was determined to And 
modem weapons anywhere in the world if the.U.S. Congress fails to 
agree on selling Jordan American arms. 

The King said Jordan will go to other countries because it needs 
arms to safeguard Its national interests. 


dS roS fo7 nfsT b£en Gaza *»■ "Me decrying the autT 
S “1 U “ S ' ,ma g e m onomy concept, believed it prn- 
** eEast/Hie commjtment dent to participate in negotiations. 
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Eg ?P t,ai1 ,ea - would lose for them any voice in 
ltS °° ntents were the determination of their own 
'*1™* dee P|y dfc - future. Save for one. the so-caMed 
no £ 11 H Imara of Gaza - Muhammad Kha- 

b^?dOTe b aCCCP What had 2andar ' none w Prepared to act 

j without PLO approval. Kha- 

rime JE. m,t ^ med at *e zandar. who was persuaded hy the 
time that this commitment- to Isr- “ ^ 

ad still allowed rmtimoi n c n Egyptians to endorse the Camp 
xJiilkv ' David agrcemenls and lo lead a 

Palestinian delegation to Cain,. 


I I Its- interests to engage in dialogue 
I with the PLO. it was free to do so 
I after consultation with Israel. The 
I contention, soporific though it was 
I intended to he. was not accepted 
by subsequent American adm- 
in is trations or by Israel. They read 
the commitment in “strict con- 
stnictionist" terms and as a bin- 
ding constraint. Hence, the Carter 
administration’s legalisticalhr 
grounded effort, in August of 

to dev * se a formula that the 
FLO would issue, consistent with 
the Kissinger commitment, the-, 
reby enabling the U.S. to engage 
m political dialogue with the PLO. 
the formula, which included PLO 
• acceptance of UN. Resolution 
242 acknowledged the political 
^adequacy for Palestinians of 
the ‘refugee 11 language of that 
resolution and recognised the 
nght of Israel to exist. Accepted in 
principle hy ArafaL following 
Egyptian and Saudi urgings. it was 
rejected by die PLO Executive 
Council after intense Syrian pre- 
ssure. A golden opportunity was 
lost by the PLO on that occasion 
— thanks to Syrian obs- 
truct fcmism. 

Some suggest that the Kissinger 
commitment should simply he she- 
lved. For the sake of Middle East 

p eace ' might wish it had never 
been entered into, but h rep- 
resents a solemn obligation con- 
tracted hy this country, which 
should not be unilaterally ignored, 
"fays must be found of working 
within at least the spirit of that 


was assassinated hy fellow Gazans 
as a traitor to the Palestinian 
cause. This was a potent deterrent 
which Israel, despite its occ- 
upation of die territory, was una- 
ble to prevent 

In the occupied West Bank. Isr- 
aeli leaders, knowledgeable of 
Palestinian attitudes, like Wei- 
2 man and Dayan, and, separately, 
visiting American officials str- 
ongly urged Palestinians, to par- 
ticipate. but without success. Con- 
ceivably. had King Hussein joined 
autonomy negotiations, as env- 
isioned in the Camp David agr- 
eement. some of his West Bank 
partisans might have joined a Jor- 
danian delegation. Since the King 
rejected the Camp David aut- 
onomy concept, about which he 
had not been consulted, his Pal- 
estinian supporters likewise did 
so. U.S. efforts to persuade the 
King to allow West Bankers 
to participate in autonomy' 
talks, as members of an Egyptian 
delegation, died aborning. King 
Hussein; would do nothing to urge 
them to do so. and no Palestinian 


as it was in its Lebanese tar baby, 
push the concept. After the Israeli 
military defeat of the PLO and the 
dispersal of PLO fighters, the 
administration seemed to helieve 
King Hussain could simply ignore 
the Arab League summit decision 
of 1974. designating the PLO as 
spokesman of the Palestinian nat- 
ional movement, and act on his 
own. In showing impatience with 
the King's continuing reluctance 
to do so. it ignores the critical fact 
that not only Jordan’s political, 
but also its economic future would 
be imperiled by acting without 
•PLO and Arab concurrence. 

In 1985. after long delays in 
obtaining approval from a fra- 
ctious Palestinian National Cou- 
ncil. Arafat concluded the 
“Amman agreement" with King 
Hussain, which establishes the 
principle of a joint Jordanian/ 
Palestinian delegation to peace 
talks, should the latter he revived. 
Granted, there are disappointing 
ambiguities in that declaration 
and unclarity exists as to whether 
the Palestinians accept U.N Res- 
olution 242. Despite its vagaries, 
the Jordanian/Palestinian agr- 
eement suggests the possibility of 
a- joint delegation to peace talks, if 
some third party, i.e.. the U.S.. 
takes a strong leadership role to 
restart them. A merican diplomacy 
in the Middle East has itself alw- 
ays heen characterised by what we 
proudly called constructive amb- 
iguity; why should others not take 
a leaf from our book? With ing- 
enuity and persistence, we should 
l>e able to mould such ambiguity 
into constructive forms. 

In the meantime. Syria, after 


was prepared to take the risk. - . 

Autonomy negotiations between , . ? meaDUme ‘ ' s y na - after 
Israel. Egypt Sid the U.S.. when * dn }'?} st£nn & ? »*nous political 

they began in the fall of"l979. had dr V^ h ™ g ^ y the Reagan, adm- 

to be conducted n_» nitration in Lebanon and. more 


they began in the fall of 1979. had 
to .be conducted without Pal- 
estinian participation. Egypt's 
oEfort to act as spokesman for the 
Palestinians, while genuinely int- 
ended. made little sense. It had no 
mandate from Palestinians to act 
in their behalf. Small wonder that 
autonomy talks -faltered from the 


recently, to Israel in that same 
benighted land, requiring acc- 
elerated Israeli military wit- 
hdrawal. is feeling its oats. Why 
should it not? It has made the 
A merican behemoth blink nnH has 
cast doubt on the vaunted Israeli 
military capability, which so often 


^ old Jordanian option, under which 
^ Jordanian, presumably with West 
Bank/Gaza Palestinians in att- 
ut _ en dance, would engage in direct 
me talks with Israel to negotiate the 
, issue of the occupied territories. 
£ On his pan. KingHussein, despite 
ir { U^.urgjngs, has indicated his pre- 
ference for an international con- 
ference. including the Soviets, as a 
more promising forum for res- 
mt umed peace talks. That concept is 
in rejected by the U.S. and Israel, 
iie though in the final analysis it is 
ir _ likely to prove to be the only via- 
of ble way to proceed. 

32, These developments, coupled 
jg_ with demographic and land own- 
1 & ershp changes brought about by 
»a t the Israeli occupation of the West 
yr- Bank and Gaza, which one inf- 
ah ormed Israeli observer. Meron 
ng Benvenisti. maintains are now irr- 
e- evens fib I e, raise the essential que- 
3 is st ion whether anything is left to 
la negotiate. There is. despite Likud 

0 government foitaccomplis, even if 
ee l he complexities of negotiating a 
of West Bank/Gaza settlement have 
id been exacerbated. A creeping Isr-' 
i_ aeli takeover of the West Bank/ 
id Gaza, preparatory to an ultimate 
ie unilateral incorporation of these 

areas, on the model of Golan, as 
3 - intended by Likud, will not bring 
l y peace to the Middle East. It will 
y m not passively, be accepted hy the 
m I Palestinians, the Syrians, the 
to Arabs as a whole — not even by 
er the Egyptians. Peres at least wants 
J_ to negotiate some division of the 
Dr West Bank. Whatever the final 
outcome of the West Bank/Gaza 
y. territorial issue may be. it must be 
g negotiated in the broader context 
d" of a resolution of the.overall Pal- 
it estinian problem. Failure to do so 
will condemn the Middle East to 
k another quarter century or more 
|- of Arab-Israeli conflict, 
e Certainly, the Palestinian nat- 
;t ional movement has suffered ser- 
e ious setbacks, some self-inflicted. 

1 some inflicted by Israel and Syria, 
i curious bed-fellows in such action. 

As a result, opponents of the PLO 
| — Israel, the Reagan adm- 

inistration and others — have 
t again concluded that the PLO is 
on its last legs and. in the words of 
our Secretary of Defense, has 
become ‘‘irrelevant/’ The work 
> on that assumption is a sho- 
rtsighted, indeed, a dangerous 
self-delusion. The Palestinian nat- 
ional movement, despite setbacks, 
remains resilient. It will not just i 
die or go away. Arafat, whatever i 
his leadership shortcomings, rem- < 
ains the recognised leader of that i 
movement. His rump Al Fatah | 
organisation, whatever its div- < 
isions. remains for most Pal- i 
estinians and most Arabs the lea- i 

ding component of the Palestinian i 

national movement. ■ 

Despite statements by some / 

West Bank/Gaz leaders. like Elias r 

Freij and Rashad Shawwa. that s 
Palestinians should participate in 1 
peace negotiations before they v 
lose all. which could happen, nei- ti 
ther they nor any other West a 
Bank/Gaza leader will do so wit- 
hout PLO — meaning Arafat’s — h 
approval. Any Palestinian neg- n 
otiatore will aa only on PLO ins- 
tructions. By now. political rea- 
litres in the Middle East should si 
have made this apparent to all hut p 

those who will not see. AH of the £ 
great minds in die United States 0 i 
government agencies — the White v 
House. State Department CIA. p 
the Defence Department — have p; 
been unable to adduce any alt- di 
emative Palestinian leadership 
and certainly none that will be any m 

less forceful in the presentation of p< 
demands for what Palestinians call Ir 
their “ legitimate national rights." to 
Even if King Hussein were to be it 
impressed into negotiations, be If 
should not be expected .to sir 
give up large portions of the West if. 
Bank. Jerusalem and Gaza to Isr- aj 
ael. as the Reagan administration co 
.appears lo want. de 

Israeli Concerns mi 

Israel has repeatedly insisted it Sj 
wDl not negotiate with the PLO. re 
indiscriminately branding its lea- or 
ders as murderers. Not all mem- 
<bers of the Israeli government ws 
take so completely negative a PI 
view, and there has been the occ- Pa 
asioaai Israeli cabinet member, tai 
like Ezer Weizman — quickly oo 
saue Idled hy his colleagues- ■— nci 
who has suggested dialogue with Joi 
die PLO under certain conditions, tna 
In human terms, the Israeli pos- tht 
ition is understandable; there ate 
have been callous terrorist act- bii 


PLO participation would aut- 
omatically mean that the diaspora 
Palestinian issue would have to be 
inscribed on the agenda. The West 
R ank ers and Gazans represent 
only themselves and. even then, 
probably no more than mdividoal 
families or at most towns; the PLO 
leadership, even in its present fra- 
ctured form, speaks not only for 
Palestinians in die occupied ter- 
ritories. but also for the most of 
die diaspora Palestinians. 

One may hope that Israel will 
eventually modify its adamant 
stance against, die PLO. If it is 
unwilling to negotiate with PLO 
leaders — at least at the outset — 
the 1977 concept developed hy 
the Carter administration of fol- 
ding Palestinians into a unified 
Arab delegation, in order lo avoid 
recognition difficulties for Israel, 
still offers promise. It was initially 
a Syrian suggestion, which Israel 
accepted, and the proposed Pal- 
estinian participants were pro- 
minent A merican -Palestinians. 
All were members of the Pal- 
estinian National Council; not one 
would have opened his mouth 
without Arafat's approval. Such a 
concept, perhaps modified to 
meet changed conditions, could 
apply to a joint Jordanian- 
Pa I estinian or to a broader, uni-' 
Fred Arab delegation, depending 
upon the scope and forum of rev- 
ived peace talks. 

True, such a concept might not 
be acceptable to Arafat and his 
rump PLO. which currently needs 
visibility. But it oonld at least he 
tried in the interests of getting 
negotiations going agian. Arafat 
and h is col leagues wi| I also have to 
compromise on what Palesti nians 
represent them, if they hope som- 
ehow to engage the PLO in- the 
process. Even should negotiations 
result in protracted talks, their, 
very existence will Have a salutary 
effect upon the area situation ;'h is 
total stagnancy that leads to ero- 
sion of past accomplishments and 
a deterioration of the area ' sit- : 
uation. 

The Balance of U.S. Interests 

Are U-S. interests likely. to be 


a joint Jordanian-Palestirtian neg- 
otiation. but he wfll not be able to 
call the shots, as Israel and. the . 
U.S. seem to hope he will. 

Let us Ire honest with ourselves. : ; 
Apart from the Black September 
incident, the U.S. and Israel, id . 
1974, effectively undercut Kmg 
Hussein's capability to negotiate 
for the Palestinians by denying . 
him even a limited military d&-- ; • 
engagement agreement in the 
West Bank, such as Egypt had got- jg ' 
ten in Sinai and Syria in Golatj. 
This neglect opened the way|or 
the Rahat Arab summit decision r 
of October, 1974. For the U.S.-" :- 
and Israel to dispute the right of an .s 
Arah summit to decide who spe- 
aks for die Palestinians rs sop- . > 
histry; the Arab collectivity has as r V- 
much or more right to do so -ns - v 
Israel and the UJi. do/ Candor l 1 ,. 
demands another admission. If a. ,.iT 
free election were held in the West ; :/ 
Ban k and Gaza today, the PLO. las ; 
represented by Arafat, would stfli : r* 
come out on top. Israel 
this;, that was why former Prone 
Minister Begin cancelled the sefa- 'x v' 
eduled municipal elections three 
years ago. If any such judgment is ; 
challenged, why not permit the . 
long suspended West Bank/Gaza 1 j 
electionsttowandbegi^edbyjts V* 

results? ^*3 

Israel would lie distressed by a v- 
UJs. dialogue with the FLO, aid . ■ 
this aspect needs lie seriously -f 
-gfaed. The U.S. should first engage. //-- 
; in direct dialogue with Arafat ini. -y _] 
order to obtain some formula of- 
the typeproposed in 1977 as a way^ 7 \ 
of circumventing the Kissinger ' :" 
obligation. This is not demeaning.;*: 
as some PLO leaders have tec-- t-t 
enfly claimed; it is essential and 
there are all kinds of ways of eas- -=r- : 
ing .the sting. To the extenf that.- 
Arafat could insert into such a 
fomuila what the PLO considers v 
politically necessary to make U.N. . , 
Resolution 242 a more acceptable ' ’ , 
basis of peace negotiations, he . 
might lie furthering his own cause •• 
and broadening the scope of n eg-' :._!•/ 
otiations. True, even that would --tA-j 
not suit Israel, hut it would at least | 

enable the U.S. to show eve- 
nhandedness and without dei- ^i' j 
riment to Israel's negotiating pos- ->^'1 
ition. PLO recognition of Israel. ^'-1 


very existence win nave a salutary itk>n. PLO recognition of Israel ^ '/ 
effect upon the area situation; it is however informal, would be a slep- ■ 
total stagnancy that leads to ero- foiward even if disagreement peN ‘ ^ 

sion of past accomplisluiienls and s hn*oa that country’s ultimate ter- v : 
a deterioration of the area sit- ntorial limits. “ 

. 0 wi a U-S. interests in the Middle ■ . 

The Balance of U-S.^mterests woujjj if we • i- 

V“ S ‘ mter< r st ® !* e ]y to able to revive a meaningful peace. * 

h /,- e l a S n? ■ U1 - ? ,a!ogue ' ■ <®e wHfcfa ™ SuldMp - , 

Zh i *. 5 SS°*« 10 ' guide as it proceeded. He Arne-. . .. 

wait ip the hejief Aar the org- near image in the Arah World. ~ I 


' aoLsation. weakened as it has 
heen. will eventually evanesce? 
The question needs to be ans- 
wered in terms of how much urg- 
ency the U.S. attaches to reviving 
a meaningful peace process and 
the likely reactions of Middle East 
friends and foes. 

To echo, uncritically, the Israeli 
blanket condemnation of the PLO 
as murderers is politically sen- 
seless. There are rational and sen- 
sible leaders among the PLO top 
command, who have sided with 
Arafat, and who are prepared to 
negotiate — if any such neg- 
otiation offers prospects of ach- 
ieving at least reasonable Pal- 
estinian national demands. For- 
mer President Carter has pointed ' 
out that we have in the past talked 
to the PLO. Only with its active 
help could we evacuate A merican 
civilians from Beirut in 1976. and 
we have had quiet warnings from 
responsible PLO leaders over the 
years about extremist plans to ass- 
assinate American ambassadors. 
All of this has shown it can be 
responsible and helpful to us. That 
should not simply be forgotten. 
There are few Palestinians today 
who stQl include in their objectives 
me elimination of Israel, not bec- 
ause they have any love for Israel 

~~ they have no cause to do so 

hut because they. too. recognise 
political realities. 

It is admittedly chancey whe- 
ther. in the present splintered 
state of the PLO. Arafat could 
participate ui serious negotiations, 
involving give and take, but one 
ought to test the waters on this. 
We have never had representative 
PLO leaders, or their delegates, in 
past peace negotiations; hence, we 
do not know how constructively 
they would behave; or, for that 
matter, how constructively their 

peers would allow them to behave * 

In the interests of again moving 
towanj peace in the Middle East 
it seems worth taking the gamble. 
if it succeeds, we will have made 

if .it fails, the expenmen t can alw- 
ays be dropped. If Arafat’s PLO 
contmuesto be rejected, lea- 
dership of the Palestinian national 
movement is. likely . to -devolve on 
Syrian -supported Palestinian ext- 
remists. Tli is will hardly be in U S 
or Israeli interests. 

Most of our Arab friends wfll . 

welcome a U.S. dialogue with the 

PLO. aimed, at assuring proper ' 
Palestinian participation in peace ! 

talks. EffVDL Saudi Arak» kjtZ 


' frayed as it is. would be enhanced - 

if we finally do what our Arab fri- 
ends have urged for years. i.e„ talk 
to the legitimate representatives ' 
of the Palestinians. With the help 
of Arah leaders, we could work to - '*■" 
modulate PLO positions, as we- v 
did with Egypt in the past, in order * * 
to achieve some sort of con-*? 
.stmetrve compromise outcome. - ■ - 
Israel's interests, to the extent v- 
they are consistent with, our own. . ' . 
could be safeguarded. We should - 

also lie able to help Israel's sec- 
urity problem, since we could rea- ■ 
xonnbly insist as a necessary pre- . 
condition of such a dialogue on a* . 
rorrnnitment by Arafat to eschew J 1 ■ 

. PLO terrorism against Israel. This .- -.• '■ 
may notpreventall anti-Israel ter- •• r, 

■ rorism. especially now that the 
Mu ties of southern Lebanon -afe- - 
alienated, but It oould be a stepfo' 
the right direction. . 

. ^ questionably a risk -« 

in °f this, and one can imd- 
erstand the Reagan adm- ^ 
|nistration s reluctance to become ; - 
involved in the Middle East after . > 
its disastrous Lebanese exp--. “ r ' : 
enence And. erf course, no one in' 1W 
tne administration presently 
wants to press Israel, even ind- ' 

.'"St *2* the latter’s ■/ ‘7- 
two heads on a deft stick" jtov-- ^ . 
em mental structure. Peres' pos- 

if Proved to^ 

possible. But the peace: 
m ust be revived soon if ? -'■ 
det ? rio . ra tjon is totes 

meaning Arafat with all app.: 7 ': / 
^nateMfqguani^ could be dM®‘" T 
before former peace neg- ' 

S^ no ^2 iploinaticskin - itcanr ?: -v 

the PLO ; 

neady" ideas. 

ho adin inistr atiems./- ^ 

2S S l,bhcan andDemocratic.^- 

time theyeneased '• '■■■■<’'■ 

W platters. Rafter, it wb per- • 

ldeas tha ' led tbe jA- 
P«« process to the Smai and 

EctS; fs? OaTid rmd-ae -':-’! • 


“ “engagement adr- 
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Tell Deir Alla dig reevaluates pottery 
interpretations by archaeologists 


Tell Deir Alla in ihe Jordan Valley has been excavated jbr the last 25 
yean. Rami Khouri, an author of two archaeology books, who spe- 
cialises in the archaeology of Jordan! Palestine, examines the findings 
of die excavation. Following is die fast of a three- pan series of articles 
on the dig. 


THE IRON AGE village at Tell 
Deir Alla continued in use thr- 
oughout the 7th. 6th and 5th cen- 
tres B.C. For parts of that period, 
it may only have been used sea- 
sonally by semi-nomadic people 
who migrated in and out of uie 
valley with their animal herds. 

From this period, the exc- 
avators uncovered the remains of 
mudbrick walls on stone fou- 
ndations. with roofs once sup- 
ported on wooden beams. Among 
the most interesting artifacts from 
this period were fragments of an 
alabaster vase, and a horse head 
figurine. 

A large numberof small storage 
pits dug into the remains of the 
earlier settlement, and some tab- 
uns. or bread ovens, were used 
either by seasonal nomads or by 
settled farmers who lived in the 
area. 

There was clearly a human pre- 
sence here during the Persian per- 
iod (53y-332 B.C.). But the ext- 
ent of any permanent village is 
unclear, partly because the many 
pits that were dug in the 5th and 
4ih centuries B.C. destroyed 
much of the architecture of earlier 
phases of the settlement. 

After 400 B.C.. there was only 
meagre building activity on the 
site and little evidence of a per- 
manent settlement, except for the 
many pits. 

Most were small and irregularly 
shaped, but one ten- 
metre-diametre pit may have been 
dug to obtain earth for mud bricks. 

With the advent of Hellenism 
after 332 B.C.. the tell was aba- 
ndoned for good. There is no clear 
indication of a Greek or Hel- 
lenistic occupation, though some 
Hellenistic pottery sheras have 
been found at Tell Deir Alla. 
However, these could have been 
imported, and in any case Greek 


ware appears at Jordanian sites as 
early as 500 B.C. 

After 332 B.C.. the site is aba- 
ndoned. except for a short period 
of use during the Medieval period. 
In the 13th/14th centuries A.D.. 
when the valley was an important 
sugar cane-producing region, the 

summit of the tell was used as an 
■ 

Ayyubid/Mamluke cemetety. 

Work is planned to continue at 
the tell for many more years, tho- 
ugh the archaeologists have taken 

a tbree-year break from exc- 
avations to publish the con- 
siderable information they have 
gleaned from the earth. The next 
digging season is scheduled for 
1987. 

Dr. Fran ken has a particular 
interest in tracing the tec- 
hnological development of pot- 
tery during the Iron Age. with a 
view to determining the rel- 
ationship between new forms of 
potiery that suddenly appear, and 
new people who may have arrived 
on the scene, or other factors that 
may have caused the new pottery 
forms to appear. 

“We have been digging at Tell 
Deir Alla in pan to get a nice str- 
atified sequence of pottery.” Dr. 
Fran ken said. “And then to try 
and relate changes in the pottery 
and the material culture of the 
inhabitants of the tell with evi- 
dence we have from historical 
texts. 

“We have many examples from 
ancient and modem times of pot- 
tery forms and production tec- 
hniques that do not change for 
hundreds of years. We cannot be 
dogmatic and assume that the pot- 
tery of a people has to change 
every 50 years. And if there is a 
change in the pottery, it does not 
necessarily mean that a new peo- 
ple invaded the site and int- 
roduced their own pottery. There 


are many reasons why we have 
changes in pottery. New materials 
are discovered, new uses arise, or 
new markets for export are dev- 
eloped” 

For example, he notes that 
Jordan's potters today have lar- 
gely stopped making jars to carry 
and store water, and intend have 
shifted to making flower pots that 
are in demand in the market 

Dr. Moawjyah Ibrahim of Yar- 
mouk University adds that new 
economic activities force a people 
to develop new pottery . forms, 
such as large jars that were dev- 
eloped in antiquity to store, ship 
and measure agricultural produce. 

■ There are. conversely, some 
early Islamic pottery forms that 
have remained virtually unc- 
hanged until today. A case in point 
are contemporary Egyptian jars to 
lift water from wells, with knobs 
on their necks and bases for tying 
ropes. The same kind of jar was 
found in Egypt and northern Syria 
as far back as 700 A.D. 

“I suspect the same jar was 
made in the Roman pencil, mea- 
ning that this kind of jar has been 
in continuous use in this part of the 
world for 2.000 years.” Dr. Fra- 
nken said. 

Another case are 40- 
50-centime ire-wide clay basins 
with high sides that were used ro 
prepare food, or for washing. The 
Islamic expansion took this shape 
to Spain and Tunisia, where it is 
still in use. Dr. Franken recently 
bought a pot of the same shape in 
Aleppo. Syria, indicating that a 
functional form can stay in use for 
a considerable period of time. 

In ancient limes, he notes, cul- 
tural traditions that can be ide- 
ntified with pottery forms lasted 
for much longer periods than Is the 
case in modem times. 

“The real importance of our 

work at Tell Deir Alia is that it 

■ 

forces us to rethink the traditional 
methodology that says if we enc- 
ounter new pottery forms and 
production techniques then we 
must have a new people who enter 
the area.” he said. 


“The historical mechanism for 
change in this pan of the world has 
always been ill-understood,” he 
adds. “Why should a settled pop- 
ulation suddenly develop new pot- 
tery forms? Is the explanation in- 
political developments? A mil 
itary invasion? Economic 
contacts? New economic activities 
that required new forms to fulfil 
different functions? Or new peo- 
ple moving from one place to ano- 
ther?”. 

“If. indeed, new people brought 
in new pottery forms and other 
cultural practices, this can only be 
verified from archaeological evi- 
dence that is gathered ind- 
ependently from the accounts in 
the historical texts.” 

The other important aspect of 
the dig. he says, is that it clarifies 
an indigenous Jordanian history 
and cultural religious identity dur- 
ing the Iron Age that is separate 
from the Israelite biblical accounts 
in Palestine. 



Pottery and loom weights in an excavated room from 8 th century B.C. 
.village at Tell Deir Alla. 



General view or excavations on summit of Tell Deir Alia, showing remains of 8th century B.C. village 
(photo by Rami Khouri). 


China: Why move to the city? 


With new modem houses in planned villages., many Chinese peasants 
live better than city-dwellers. The /louring policies save land, provide 
hot running water and give the countryside colours besides green and 
brown. Zhao Hong. u journalist with Chinn Features news service , 
wrote this feature especially for Earthsean. 


PEKING-. China — Caihe.;village 
is a riot of colours in a landscape of 
green grain. The fresh blues, yel- 
lows. oranges and pinks are the 
new two-storey houses and their 
courtyards and gates which rem- 
ind one of the ornamental gat- 
eways in parks. 

Caihe. 26 kilometres ( 1 6 miles) 
from Peking, is a new. planned vil- 
lage built since i 982 out of eight 
hamlets. The residential area is 
neatly distributed in five places. 
The 416 peasant houses are of 
prefabricated cement slabs and 
steel, a radical change from the 
former mud and straw houses. 

Each of the new buildings has 
running, solar-heated water. In a 
few months' time, every family 
will have a methane stove for coo- 
king. “Every city-dwellers would 
envy us”, say the villagers, who 
earned an overuse of J .500 yuan 
($535) each in f984. 

Caihe is a typical example of 
China's planned villages in the 
rural housing boom which started 
in 1979. Bui four years ago. the 
situation in Caihe was not at all 
like this. 

Like many villages. Caihe a few 
years ago adoptee the policy of 
linking financial remuneration 
with output, and many peasants 
prospered after taking up 
private- enterprise production. A 
rural adage holds that “First build 
a house” when you have the 

money.” 

So many peasants began to put 
up new houses wherever and how- 
ever they liked. As a result, cul- 
tivated land was wasted: poor 
houses were built; electricity and 
-sanitation were often not available 
as the houses were scattered. 

In 1982. the state called a halt to 
such random building, and arc- 
hitects have since drawn up a uni- 
fied building plan. According to 
Yu Liming^of the Rural Con- 
struction Bureau of the Ministry 
of Urban and Rural Construction 

and Environmental Protection, 
the plan requires controlled use of 
land and separation of residential 
and production zones. 

Since J979. houses with some. 
3.4 billion square metres (36 bil- 
lion sq ft) of floor space have been 
built in the countryside. Sanitation 
is available in 10 per cent of the 
five million village-. About 30 
million rural households now use 
methane for cooking and lighting. 
Solar energy is becoming popular 
in the countryside. 

According to Yu Liming, mod- 
em two - and three-storey bui- 
ldings will save 30 per cent of land. 
Rural houses differ from those in 
cities, which are often shared by a 
dozen families. Most are family 
units no taller than three storeys. 
Even two-family houses are 
semi-deratched. "Traditionally 
Chinese rural families have a cou- 
rtyard in front of their houses. 


where poultry are kept and grain is* 
dried”, explain^ Yu l iming. 

The Caihe houses are in dozens 
of styles, the designs of which are 
provided free of charge by the 
Peking rural Construction Cor- 
poration. Some have won awards 
in the nationwide rural house des- 
ign competitions held every yeai 
since 1981. 

China's peasants are changing 
their neighbour-help-neigh hour 
way of building. In the past, when 
u peasant wanted to build a house, 
he was helped by teams from his 
own village or from nearby vil- 
lages. But today, specialised bui- 
lders are needed to guarantee the 
quality of the houses. Between 
1982 and 1984. about 300.000 
peasants were trained in building 
techniques. 

In Caihe. when a peasant's bui- 
lding application is approved, he 
pays the construction team 4.200 
yuan (SI. 500). 63 per cent of the 
cost, while the rest is subsidised by 
the village. The team buys and 
transports materials and does the 
construction work. In the past, 
when a peasant wanted to build a 
house, he had to prepare materials 
and ask for help from neighbours 
and relatives. Expenditure on fea- 
sts and presents for helpers took 
up one-third of the construction 
cost, according to Wang Siyong. 

Constructing high buildings in 
the countryside requires more 
steel, cement and glass, instead of 
just brick, tile and limestone. Alt- 
hough building materials are in 
short supply, since J 982 the suite 
has allocated J 00.000 tonnes of 
steel and 800.000 standard boxes 
of glass at fixed prices each year to 
rural construction organisations. 
Counties near Guangzhou and 
Shanghai use processed industrial 



U.S. account on fate 
of flight 007 doubted 


Each of the 45 new- buildings in this north China village has a bat- 
hroom fuelled by solar energy (China Features photo) 


wastes as building materials. 

The state encourages the selling 
of ready-made materials such as 
prefabricated concrete, plaster 
and mineral wool to peasants ins- 
tead of raw materials, and the 
country has set* up building mat- 
erial bases in nine major cities. 
Ready-made materials .shorten 
construction time by 30 per cent. 

Meanwhile. Chinese peasants 
have been turning villages into 
small towns. Bright buildings are 
replacing old grey houses: open 
air wooden stages arc giving way 
to spacious, modem cinemas and 
theatres. Shops with big windows 
me taking the place of vendois' 


stalls. There are nowuhoui 80.000 
towns in China of which 2.900 
were Formed in the first half of 
J984 alone. 

“We have everything city peo- 
ple have — department stores, 
restaurants, theatres, cinemas.- 
school' — just uvciything". says a 
resident in a small town in Jiangsu 
province. “And we have bettei air 
than city people. So why should 
we bother to move'inio cities 

Says Yu Liming: “As a regional, 
centre, the small town will pro- 
mote the modernisation of villages 
and narrow the gap between rides 
and the countryside" — Ear- 
thscan. 



Increased income has enabled this peasant couple in left) into a new two-storey boose. (China Features 

the once poverty-stricken county of Fengyang, east photo). 

China, to move from their thatched cottage (bottom 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON L Two yeju> 
afiofi Korean Aii-nLines (KAL) 
flight 007 was shot down in Soviet 
airspace, the episode remains one 
of the most mysterious in aviation 
history and questions are mou- 
nting about the U.S. veision of 
events. 

Washington. Moscow and pri- 
vate analysts agree on certain 
basic facts of the September I. 
1983. incident: The Boeing 747 
jumbo jet strayed some 340 miles 
(545 km) off course into Soviet 
aii space on a flight from Anc- 
horage to Seoul and was shot 
down by a missile-firing fighter. 

killing all 269 aboard. 

■ 

There the consensus ends. 

Moscow asserts the plane was 
on a spy mission. 

Washington and South Korea, 
which accused Moscow of cold- 
blooded murder, deny the esp- 
ionage charge its outrageous pro- 
paganda and ascribe the overflight 
of militarily sensitive Soviet ter- 
ritories to computer failure, pos- 
sibly compounded by flight crew 
navigation errors. 

U.S. officials say that, despite 
extensive electronic intelligence 
monitoring of ihe area where the 
plane was flying, they did not. 
know it was off course and in dan- 
ger until after it was downed and 
hence could not warn the pilot. 

But radar data, recent court tes- 
timony, two books by American 
scholars and articles by a New 
York Times columnist have aided 
the U.S. account into question. 

“The conventional theory is 
inherently implausible and may be 
disintegrating." the columnist. 
Tom Wicker, wrote this month in 
a two-part commentary on the 
affair. 

In the recent took" Black Box: 
KAL 007 and Lhc Superpowers”. 
Alexander Dnllin. a Stanford 
University history professor and 
expert on the Soviet Union, says 
the argument that the plane was 
on a Western spy mission “looms 
stronger than before ... this pos^ 
sihility must not be ruled out.” 

The Washington Pt>si. citing 
radar data released by the Jap- 
anese government, reported rec- 
ently that (he airliner had radioed 
incorrect altitude reports to gro- 
und controllers and rapidly cli- 
mbed 3.000 feci (9 1 5 metres) just 
before it was shot down. 

Wicker utgues that this data — 
and evidence thatthe plane earlier 
made two turns to take it over Sov- 
iet territory, although Washington 
said it was on a “straight-line cou- 
rse” — suggest that “the pilots 
were taking evasive action while 
deceiving Tokyo air traffic con- 
trollers." 

“The turns suggest that the pil- 
ots knew where they were and del- 


iberately flew over Soviet ter- 
ritory.*' Wicket wrote. 

■ 

Dallin's liook. and another rec- 
ent account by* -Syracuse Uni- 
versity political science professor 
Oliver Cluhh. i eject as imp- 
lausible certain theories that have 
been offered to explain the air- 
liners course deviation: Crew ill- 
ness. hijacking or massive mec- 
hanical failure. 

■ 

In questioning the human or 
computet error theory, they both 
point out what Dallin^ termed a 
“strange coincidence”, namely 
that a South Korean airliner was 
also involved in a 1978 overflight 
of Soviet territory and was forced 
down. 

Clubh’s book. “ KAL flight 007; 
the Hidden Story”, was sharply 
attacked by some critics, who said 
his assertion that the airliner was 
definitely on a mission for U.S. 
intelligence was not bucked up by 
solid evidence. 

KA1 007 flew over Sakhalin 
Island, a guarded Soviet military 
a tea. and. according to Dallin. the 
flight probably led Moscow to 
cancel a test of its SS- V-25 nuclear 
missile. 

Whatever the explanation for 
. the overflight, experts ngicc it 
provided a bonanza to U.S. int- 
elligence agencies which ele- 
ctron ieally gathered data on the 
Soviet reaction. 

The question remains why U.S. 
intelligence monitors did not get a 
warning through civilian channels 
to the airliner if the flight had gone 
inadvertently off course? . 

U.S. officials say they were 
unware of the flight’s danger bec- 
ause American sensors recorded 
air truffle in the urea automatically 
and no human technicians were 
following the flight us it went ast- 
ray. They say tapes of the flight 
were later “routinely" destroyed. 

The official view is contradicted 
in a court affidavit filed in Was- 
hington hue last month which sta- 
ted that U.S. officials were aware 
the plane was going off course. 

The affidavit, by an experienced 
air traffic controller, said- the 
words "we should warn him” can 
be heard In a recording of U.S. 
radar operators made when the 
plane began to go off course sev- 
eral hours before it was shoi 
down. 

■ 

The document was submitted to 
a federal judge hy.lawycrs for fom- . 
ilies of those killed, who have filed 
suit against the U.S. government 
and KAL. The judge will listen to . 
the tape and determine if the 
words cm. in fact, be heard. 

U.S. government lawyers arg- 
ued in a legal brief filed this week 
that the portion of the tape in que- 
stion contained only “uni- 
ntelligible background words” 
and that ho U.S. technicians or 
any other officials were aware of 
the airliner s plight. 


Libya’s water pipeline 
awarded top priority 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

TRIPOLI — Dong Ah of South 
Korea, winner of $3.3 billion con- 
tract for the first phase of Libya's 
“great man-made river” project, 
is among the luckier companies 
working in the country. 

While other contractors are still 
waiting for long overdue pay- 
ments, Dong Ah has already rec- 
eived $500 million for its work so 
far and Libyan officials have made 
it clear this is one scheme that will 
not be held up by cash-flow pro- 
blems. 

The Libyans* financial rectitude 
in this case is an indication of the 
importance attached to the gra- 
ndly titled project, in fact a net- 
work of pipelines to bring fossil 
water to coastal farmland from far 
off in the Libyan desert 

Dokalt Megharief, head of the 
project's finance division, says the 
pipeline has top priority because 
of Libya's urgent need to expand 
its agricultural production. 

Libyan leader Muammar -Jad- 
hafi has made self-sufficiency in 
food one of his revolution's major 
objectives on the grounds that “a 
people that eats from overseas 
cannot be free”. 

Special taxes on petrol, cig- 
arettes. electronic goods and 
money transfers abroad have been 
in force since October 1983 to 
help cover the local currency ele- 
ment in the contract. 

Megharief. an American- 
trained business graduate, said 
Libya expects to spend $25 billion 
on all five phases of the project, 
equivalent to over $7,000 for each 
citizen or more than one year's 
gross national product. 

By 1989 the first stage, which 
involves 1.900 kilometre (1.200 
miles) of pipeline op to four met- 
res (13 feet) in diameter, should 
be bringing two million cubic met- 
res of water a day to the Benghazi 
area from two “well fields” 500 


and 700 tan (300 and 420 miles) 

to the south, he added. 

The water. 100 to 700 metres 
(330 to 2300 feet) underground, 
is believed to have accumulated 
millions of years ago when what is 
now the Sahara desert was part of 

a tropica! rain forest 

Dong Ah has completed 200 

km (120 miles) of highway for 
heavy equipment and 80 per cent 
of a permanent 1.000-mhabitant 

town at Sarir. the northern most of 
the two eastern well fields. 

U.S. -patented machinery to 
manufacture the pipeline seg- 
ments has arrived in the coastal- 
town of Brega and the first of 
some 250,000 sections should run 
off the production line in Dec- 
ember. 

Megharief said the project 
managers had no fears that a U.S. 
embargo oo export of certain 
types of sensitive high technology 
to Libya would bold work up. 

The pipeline technology is 
owned by Price Brothers of Texas 
and another U.S. company. 
Brown and Root, has a $100 mil- 
lion contract as consultant eng- 
ineers for the project. 

The latest of several smaller 

contracts last month went to Bra- 
spetro of Brazil for the drilling of 
the 270 water wells at Sarir and 
Tazerbo further south. Megharief 
said. The value of this contract was 
not immediately available. 

Some 50 construction com- 
panies have shown interest in the 
second phase.of the project, which 
will link the Fezzan water fields in 
the west of the desert to the capital 
T ripoli. 

This contract is at the detailed 
design and prequalification stage 
and should be signed some time in 
1 986. Megharief added. 

The completed network of pip- 
elines is expected to irrigate 
200.000 hectares (500.000 acres) 
of reclaimed land for 50 to 200 
years, making Libya self-sufficient 
in grain and meat. 



Vienna’s ‘nature’ bouse 


Fantasy house captures 
Vienna’s imagination 


By Stephanie Nebehay 

Reuter 

VIENNA — A house painted 
pink, blue and yellow, trees gro- 
wing from its windows and inside 
walls reserved for tenants' graffiti, 
has captured Vienna's ima- 
gination. 

Chimneys are topped by golden 
bulbs, the roof is landscaped with 
grass and plants and floors are del- 
iberately uneven. 

Austrian artist Fricdcnsrcich 
Hundcrtwasscr. designer of the 
building, which opens next month, 
hopes it will revolutionise the way 
architects and tenants think about 
public housing. 

“I hope this house causes a dis- 
turbance in building policies al 
over the world." he told Reuters 
“Houses have been directed aga- 
inst the soul. I wanted this one to 
be nearer to nature.” 

The 57-ycnr-old. who rides a 
moped to the construction site oi 
his two-year project, was wearing 
hr, usual cap. jeans, flannel shirt 
and sandals. "Creativity has a mil- 
lion possibilities." he 1 said, sipping 
hot milk at u nearby cafe. 

More than 70.000 people que- 
ued up to view the house (his 
month, creating traffic jams in 
Vienna's old-fashioned third dis- 
trict. 

There . are few straight lines, 
which Hundcrtwasscr regards as 
“godless”, in the cighc-storey str- 
ucture. The outside walls of each 
flat arc painted in a different 
bright colour so tcmrnb con rec- 
ognise their homes from the str- 
eet. 

One hundred and fifty trees are 
planted about the house. Asked 

what will happen when they grow 
in the next decades. Hun- 
dertwusscr said simply. “They will 
be even more beautiful.” 

The artKt took no payment for 
designing the four-million-dollar 
house, which has been built ent- 
irely with public funds. City off- 
icials are soon to choose 50 ten- 
ants from more than 100 app- 
licants. 

Uneven corridor floor* aim tc 
simulate a path in the woods. No 
two bathrooms are alike, us Hun- 
dertwosser gave the builders a free 
rein in designing wall and floor rile 
patterns. 

At first, they were unable or 
reluctant to lay tiles unevenly — 
some said they had lost jobs for 
such errors in the post — but he 


says they gradually overcame their 
inhibitions. 

To stimulate further creativity, 
the rental contract gives tenants 
the right to change' windows or 
paint on corridor wails. 

“Humans have been cooped -up 
like chickens or like prisoners in 
concentration camps without any 
tights to change their env- 
ironment.” Hundcrtwasscr said. 
“The building process should not 
end when the tenants move in. 
The workers have already made 
graffiti — I let them, of course.” 

Hundcrtwasscr regards the 
Buuhaus style — a functional 
German school of design which 
has had a major influence on pub- 
lic housing since the 1 920s — as 
cold and oppressive. 

The house has met a mixed rea- 
ction. 

“Hundcrtwasscr seems hardly 
to realise that he should have left 
future tenants free space, for one 
sees only his imprint in the sta- 
ircase. bathrooms and windows.” 
wrote the architecture critic of Die 
Presse the leading Austrian daily. 

People who puss (he house on 
toewengasse often stop in their 
tracks oi shout comments to Hun- 
dertwiisser and workers as they 
put the finishing touches to the 
project. 

"I would love to live here.” one 
elderly man told him. 

“1 think the house is fantastic, 
but it is a shame to put it on a 
comer like this and not on a public 
square.” said a woman. 

Mayor of Vienna Helmut Zilk. 
touring the building recently, poi- 
nted to u nearby house in the typ- 
ical empire style. 

“That's the 19th-century across 
the road and ihb house i.s the end 
of the 20th century” he said 
“Why not?” 

Most flaLs measure 75 square 
metres (810 square feet) and will 
cost atout $1 70 per month to rent. 
Tenants will .also have to pay 
SI 6.875 towards building costs, 
returnable if they move out. Lar- 
ger flats and those with terraces 
cost more. 

“Thb house is the culmination 
of my paintings because most of 
my paintings because most of my 
paintings depicit buildings.” Hun- 
dertwasser said. 

“This house has exhausted me” 
he added. "But I will start to paint 
again as soon as. this buVden is 
away” 
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6 Sports 

Europeans vie for trip to Mexico 


SpClin TYlUSt win ' t hal astonishing night in Dec- 
' r . * ember 1983 when .Spain routed 

against Ice lan d Malta 1 2 - 1 to qualify for the Eur- 

v opean finals. 

SFvrriP ,d\ ^ .u Iceland’s English Coach Tony 

farp nf it t lin -n ^ Knapp is well aware what his team 

and ■*-»*$ ; M r 

g** S°£ Cup * ur rr 

nSniSf '* * ed - 1 S» ^ich wiiJ pl ay M th? 

rJTi. ' . . .. death.” 


. SEVILLE. Spain {R) — On the 
fr* Ce of it Spain will be in an ideal 

- situation when they meet Iceland 
in their final World Cup European 

k Group Seven soccer tie Wed- 
nesday night. 

The Icelanders, though a fast 
. improving football nation, are sel- 
dom a serious threat on foreign 
soil and have little experience of 
playing in the highly charged atm- 
‘ osphere they will encounter in the 
‘Benito Villamarin Stadium. 

Bui with so much at stake — 
•victory will take Spain to Mexico, 
anything less will send them out of 
'the competition — Coach Miguel 
Munoz was only marginally guilty 
of exaggeration when he said: 
“It’s going to cost us blood." 

It will also he a tense night for 
•both Scotland and Wales. Should 
Spain fail to collect both points. 

. the Scots will earn a first class tic- 
. ket to Mexico, while the Welsh 
, will play-off against the winnersof 
;thc Oceania Group. 

Iceland also have a number of 
top quality individuals who spell 
_dangcr. like Stuttgart striker 
jAcgir Sigurvinsson. teenage mid- 
fielder Siggi Jonsson. who plays 
with English First Division club 
Sheffield Wednesday, and And- 
eriecht’s Amo Gudjohnsen. 

On all known form, however. - 
the Spaniards should win with. 
; something to spare, especially if 
■-they can reproduce their form of 
■1984 when they were runners-up 
to France in ihe European cha-‘ 
mpionship. 

- Strikers Emilio Bulragucno and 
Hipolito Rincon should have too 
much skill and pace for the ped- 


Bulgaria looks 
unstoppable . 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — Res- 
urgent Bulgaria will join the 1986 
World Cup finals line-up Wed- 
nesday night unless liny Lux- 
embourg pull off the biggest soc- 
cer upset of the year. 

Victory will leave Bulgaria una- 
ssailahly clear at the top of Group 
Four, leaving Yugoslavia. Eur- 
opean champions France and East 
Germany to haute it out for the 
second ticket to Mexico. 

Even without the services of 
goalkeeper Borislav Mikhailov 
and defendci PI a men Nikolov — 
two of the five players banned for 
life after the I.cvski Spariak- 
CSKA Cup final brawl — Bul- 
garia's all-round quality should be 
decisive. 

Luxembourg, languishing ui the 
bottom of the group without a 
point and with a goal tally of 1 - J 8. 
will Ihj playing for pride alone, 
which may not be enough against a 
Bulgarian side emerging as a new 
force in Europe. 

Bulgarian coach Ivan VuLsov 
has impressed upon his players the 
prize which awaits them, and he 
said: “Wc will not accept anything 
but victory.” 

With no injury problems. Vut- 


csiruin Icelandic defence, while- *>ov will rely on his tried and tru- Torres said: “We must win at 


■Ricardo Gullcgo. Victor and Raf- 
ael Gordillo have the strength and 
.invention to dominate the mid- 
fic/d. 

m m 

The frenzied Seville crowd will 
also play their purl, as they did on 


sted three-man strike force of Isk- 
renov. Gochcv and Mladenov for 
goals, with the highly-talentcd 
Sadkov and Zdarvfcov providing 
the ammunition from midfield. 

Though goalkeeper John Van 


Ryiswyick and midfielder Jemp 
Barboni both turned in spirited 
•displays for Jeunes.se D’Esch aga- 
inst Juventus in the European Cup 
last week. Luxembourg are ste- 
pping put their class. 

Luxembourg Football Fed- 
eration Technical Secretary 
Jean-Pierre Schuemmer said: 
“It’s going to be the most difficult 
match of the year. But there’s a 
great spirit in the team at the 
moment and if we can hold them 
for the first 20 minutes we could 
break through.” 

Gomes to lead 
Portugal 

V 

PRAGUE (R) — Injury-hit Por- 
tugal will he relying on Europe's 
most prolife scorer Fernando 
Gomes and runaway group lea- 
dens West Germany Wednesday 
to enhance their chances of rea- 
ching the World Cup finals. 

With strikers Jordao and Litos 
and midfielder Jaime Pacheco 
absent manager Jose Torres is 
expected to field a defensive team 
for their European Group Two 
qualifying tie with Cze- 
choslovakia. 

He admits he will he hoping to 
catch the Czechoslovaks on the 
break, snatch a gpal or two and at 
least one point. But the- Por- 
tuguese cause could he helped hy 
West Germany, who take on Swe- 
den in Stockholm. 

The West Germaas arc four 
points clear at the top of the 
group, with Sweden, who have a 
superior goal difference, and Por- 
tugal locked together on six points 
in the race for the second qua- 
lifying place. 

Torres said: “We must win at 


Site of Libya v. Morocco 
qualifier moved to Benghazi 


ZURICH (R) — The African 
Zone World Cup qualifier bet- 
.ween Libya and Morocco on Oct- 
ober 18 will take place in Ben- 


ghazi rather than Tripoli, a spo- 
kesman for the Internationa/ Foo- 
tball Federation (FIFA) said Tue- 
sday. 


VFURNfSREDFLAT FORTRENT 

-r.i - . -i v - • . • 

1 ■ ■ 

Furnished fiat (rooftop) for rent. Consists of one bed- 
room, living room,. kitchen and bathroom with central 
heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, 150m West of Marriott Hotel. 

Please call 662860 


least one point to keep alive our 
chances of qualifying. Wc will Lry 
for fast breaks." 

The breaks should come from 
Gomes, twice winner of the Gol- 
den Bool as Europe’s top scorer, 
and his talented Porto team-mate 
Futic. 

Manager Josef Musopust said: 
“We will h ave to watch for Gomes 
and I have ordered defender Fro- 
nt isek Straka to mark him clo- 
sely.” 

The Czechoslovaks arc virtually 
out of contention in the five-team 
group, languishing in fourth place 
with three points from their five 
games. Now Masopusl wants his 
team to rediscover. their best. form 
in front of their home crowd. 

WttRlijfP rehabilitate- our- 
selves and fcape the competition 
with honour.” 

The Czechoslovaks will he wit- 


hout veteran defender and captain 
Jan Flala and defender Peter Zel- 
ensky. ix)tfi injured. 

Soviets face 
tough Denmark 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet coach 
Eduard Malofeyev. harangued for 
his side’s recent form, knows that 
anything less than victory over 
Denmark in Wednesday's World 
Cup qualifying match could signal 
the end of his side’s plans for a trip 
to Mexico next year — and his 
career. 

The Russians have managed 
only four points from their ope- 
ning five games in European 
Group Six. But on the bright side 

their remaining games, against 
Denmark. Ireland and Norway, 
are at home. 

As for the Danes, who will have 
about 8.000 fans cheering rhemon 
Wednesday, a win will almost cer- 
tainly guarantee them a place in 
the finals. The group winners and 
runners-up qualify for the finals. 

Denmark, having demolished 
the Russians 4-2 in Copenhagen 
in June, will be in confident mood, 
especially with striker Michael 
Laudrup showing such out- 
standing form with his Italian dub 
Juventus.- 

But Malofeyev. who also coa- 
ches bottom-placed First Division 
club Dynamo Moscow, said his 
forwards were capable of exp- 
loiting Denmark's defence. 

The Danes' 3-0 defeat by Swe- 
den in a friendly earlier this month 
raised question marks over their 
defence. But the Soviet front line 
will have to show much more ima- 
gination than they have in recent 
matches if they are to beat Danish 
goalkeeper Ole ,»vist. 

The tie. played in front of a cap- 
acity 100.000 crowd at Moscow^s 
Lenin Stadium, should be a fas- 
cinating duel between the Rus- 
sians’ disciplined approach and 
Denmark^ inventive game. 

The Soviet Union are likely to. 
rely heavily on the power of att- 
acking pair Oleg Protasov and 
Oleg Blokhin. 

However, as in the Russians' 
hard-fought 1-0 win over West 
Germany in a friendly last month, 
the performances of keeper Rinat 
Dasayev and their solid back four, 
marshalled by Alexander Chi- 
vadze. may turn out to be crucial. 


U.S. Major League 

Baseball Standings 

(after Monday's games) 

■ 

National League 
East Division 
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Familiar faces missing 
from judo championships 



W 

L . 

pct. 

GB 

Sl Louis 

94 

56 

.627 


New York 

91 ' 

59 

.607 

3 

Montreal 

78 

•72 . 

.520 

16 

Philadelphia 

71 ‘ 

77 

.480 

-22 

Chicago 

70 

79 

.470 

23% 

Pittisburgh 

51 ‘ 

97 

.345 

42 


West Division 



Los Angeles 

88 

62 

.587 


Cincinnati 

81 

67 

.547 

6 

Houston 

77 • 

73 

.513 

11 

San Diego 

75 

75 

.500 

13 

Atlanta 

61 

88 

.409 

26 y 2 

San Francisco 

59 

91 • 

.393 

29 


American League 


1 

a 

East Division 




W 

L 

PCT. 

GB 

a 

Toronto 

94 

55 

.631 

_ 

New York 

88 

6i 

.59 J 

6 

Baltimore 

79 

69 

.534 

1416 

Detroit 

78 

72 

.520 

16V6 

Boston 

75 

75 

.500 

19y a 

Milwaukee 

65 

84 

.436 

29 . 

Cleveland 

54 

98 

.355 

41Vj 

■ 

West Division 



California 

85 

65 

.567 


Kansas City 

84 

65 

.564 

y 2 

Chicago 

77 

72 

.517 

7\6 

Oakland 

73 

77 

.487 

12 

Seattle 

70 

80 

.467 

15 

Minnesota 

69 

81 

.460 

16 

Texas 

56 

93 

.376 

28 Vi 


SEOUL (R) — Olympic hea- 
vyweight champion Hitoshi Saito 
of Japan wDI be the man to beat 
when the 14th World Cha- 
mpionships usher in a new era of 
judo on Thursday. 

For the first time in three cha- 
mpionships. Yasuhiro Yamashita. 
the workTs outstanding judo fig- 
hter. will be absent. 

Hie Japanese Olympic open 
weight champion, who won three 
world heavyweight, one world 
open weight and a record nine nat-; 
ional tides, retired in June at 28 
saying he had reached his limit 
“both spiritually and physically." 

With the retirement also of 
Olympic heavyweight silver med- 
allist Angelo Parisi of France, the 
path is dear for the skilful Saito to 

win both the open and hea- 
vyweight categories. 

Only Soviets Grigory Veritchev 
and Khabii Biktachev are exp- 
ected to challenge him, although 
Britain's Elvis Gordon could 
spring a surprise. 

South Korea has no diplomatic 
relations with communist cou- 
ntries and sports officials here said 
the participation of many of the 
Soviet bloc nations augured well 
for a boycott-free 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 

South Korea boycotted the last 
world championships in Moscow 
in October 1 983 in protest at the 
shooting down of a South Korean 
airliner hy .Soviet fighters one 
month earlier. 


As usual, the Japanese are exp- 
ected to dominate the heavy and 


entering his other two Olympic 
champions, Shinji Hosokawa 
{under 60 kg) and Yoshiyuld Mat- 
souka (under 65 kg). 

Of particular interest, however, 
will be the performance of Tak- 
ushiro Nishida. who for 10 years 
has been one of the most for- 
midable Japanese lightweight* 
(under 7 1 kg), yet has rarely been 
seen in major international com- 
petition. 

Sato believes only Nishida. 30. 
is capable of putting down the agg- 
ressive challenge of Olympic lig- 
htweight champion Ahn 
Byeong-Keun of South Korea. . 

Britain's Neil Adams will be 
attempting to regain the light- 
middleweight (under 78 kg) title 
he lost in Moscow and faces a rep- j 
eat of that final against Japan’s* 
Nobutoshi Hikage. 

Adams, who will be 27 on the 
day he fights, has declined to 
comment on speculation that he Is 
planning to retire soon. 

The middleweight dash bet- 
ween Olympic champion Peter 
Seisenhacher of Austria and Eur- 
opean champion Vitaly Pesniakof 
the Soviet Union may prove 
among the most gripping, though 
American Rohert Berland. the 
Olympic silver medallist, could 
upset predictions. 


Sharari announces gifts to 
Jordanian youth clubs 


Karpov and Kasparov follow 
familiar course in 8th game 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Youth Min- 
ister Hisham AI Sharari Tuesday 
announced u donation of J D 5.000 
to Tafileh Youth Club to help it 
carry out its activities and said that 
the Ministry of Youth will repay a 
JD 3,600 loan which the dub hud 
earlier obtained fro/n the Housing 
Bank to fund its programmes. - 

The announcement was made 
hy Mr. Sharari during a visit here 
where he met with District Gov- 
ernor Ratch A I Majaii and was 
briefed on the district's need for 
sports facilities. Mr. Majaii said 


Afmwsen ride rt jj$Fi0o&, ? 

PARIS (Rj — American jockey hian owner Mahmoud Fustokdur- 
Cash Asmussen confirmed Mon- ing 1 986. 

day he would ride for Saudi Ara- For the pi ^ t f our sey *ons 23- 

ycar-old Asmussen has ridden for 


■ 

that the local inhabitants have 
asked for a sports complex to hold 
their athletic activities. 

During a meeting held later at 
Tafileh Municipality the minister 
announced a donation of J D 200 
to help support the Basira Club 
and JD 500 for the AI Ain AI 
Baida Club tojtelp it replenish its 
public libraryf 

The minister visited the A! Ain 
AI Baida Club and was briefed on 
sports and youth programmes. He 
later promised to .supply the club's 
library with 1 00 liooks and sports' 
equipment 

.!,i; -j-.il ■>>.■ i-.w ! : ■ 

Cirpofc shipping magriate Stavros 
.Niafchoshut thepurtnership came 
to an end with Sunday's ann- 
ouncement that Freddie Head had 
severed family tics to ride for N lu- 
rches next year. 


On mtt ©toKion ©f S?is JSajasip t£Ijc minor* 50tfi 
$trt(jbap 3nniber«arp 

And Under The P^rofuge Of The Minister Of youth 

i^i euMf invite* 

Mf 

ALsJEEL AL-JALEED CIRCASSIAN 
FOLKLOR GTROUPR) 

k the palace uf cutest leptmher the Zfl’ih ISIS ai a pm. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, one bat- 
hroom, central heating & garage. 

■ 

Location: Urn El Summaq 

For more information: Please phone 
No. 622950/ Amman 
Mr. Radwan Abugoura 
between 10 a.m. - 1 pm. & 4-7 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom apartment for rent with sitting and din- 
ing room — kitchen and large terrace overlooking a 
garden — garage and private entrance — centrally 
heated and fully furnished. 

Location: Between 5th and 6th Circle. 

For information please call Teh 816013 


51 


Tlekati Can B« 


AI Jrd AI JeJvnl Tel 61061! 

CirnuUn Wr If fire $octany{All Branches]. 
PjIkdeIi Travel And Twtoa-MsI AJ HuiuJa, 
,T#L SVIOtO J 

The Palace Of Collar 

% 

Tlakau: 

I ft. CJim 4 JD. 

2nd. Clan 3 JDl 
3id Cl*»i Z JDL 


FRENCH CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

Registration is now open at the French Cultu 
ral Centre for the following courses: 

— French language courses (all levels) for 
adults and children. 

— Preparation courses for the exams of 
Sorbonne University ( Paris). 

— Arabic language courses for foreigners. 

— Handicraft courses ( flower making, silk 
painting, ceramics). 

— Computer courses . 

— Exercise classes for ladies . 

— Theatre workshop. 

— "Music courses ( piano, flute. 

The courses will start on 30th September 1985. 

For more information, please contact the centre. 

Telephone: 636445 


FOR SALE AT A TEMPTING PRICE 

Nissan cars (Liberta, Cherry) 1984 unused 
and customs duty UNPAID can be delivered at 
the Zarqa Free Zone. All are fully automatic, 
airconditioned with taperecorder, radio, sun- 
roof and wipers for rear windows. Various 
metallic colours. 

Call Basem Assad, tel. 814969 room 501 . 


MOSCOW (R) — World chess 
champion Anatoly Karpov ref- 
lected deeply Tuesday in game 
eight of his title rematch against 
Garry Kasparov before steering 
play into a course well familiar 
from their first series. 

Karpov, playing white, thought 
for more than half an hour tefore 
deciding his line against a var- 
iation of the queen's gambit dec- 
lined that was tested five times in 
the 48-game contest, abandoned 

AI-Nasr defeats 
KCC in Tripoli 

KAMPALA (R) — Libya's AI 
Nasr took the last spot in the Afr- 
ican Cup Winners Cup soccer 
semi-finals at the weekend with a - , 
win on penalties- over-. JCampala.- 
City Council of Uganda inTripoti, 
Kampala radio reported. 

KCC took a 1-0 lead to Tripoli 
where they lost by the same score, 
leaving the two sides level i-i on 
aggregate. 

The Libyans won the resulting 
penalty shoot-out 4-2. the radio 
said, and will now meet Egyptians 
National for a place in the final. 

AFC Leopards of Kenya will 
play Leventis UTD of Nigeria in 
the other semifinal. 

The Libyan-Egyptian clash 
promises to he stormy if it take 
place. 

Last year Al-Ahly of Libya ref- 
used to travel to Cairo to play the 
Cup Winners' Cup final. 


FORSALE 

AX A REDUCED iRRIGE 


without result last February. 

In the last match, it was Kas- 
parov who championed the white 
position four out of five times. The 
debate ended then in game 42. 
with Karpov showing a reliable 
equalising method for black. 

Karpov Tuesday chose a 1 6th 
move not seen in the last match, 
but he spent more than an hour 
over his opening sLratcgy. Kas- 
parov replied quickly, a him that 
the champion's novel move might 
have been an improvisation. 

A capacity crowd of more than 
J.G00 people gathered for the 
start or play at Moscow's Tch- 
aikovsky Concert Hall, and sup- 
port for the contestants seemed 
equally divided. 

-p ■" i ■- *■ • ; • 
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• f v aiJ? - CHEN’S" 11 " " "| 
1 CHINESE 1 
1 RESTAURANT I 

8 Mecca Street, Yarmouk B 
8 Engineers’ Housing ■ 
8 Estate, near Kilo ■ 

8 Supermarket 8 

B Mongolian Barbeaut I 

■ for lunch FRIDAY 8 

| Tel: 618214 | 

£ Come and taste our 8 

■ specialise* 8 
I Open deny 8 
I 12.-00 noon - 3:30 pJ» 8; 


Map copying 
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F* 1 ease con t 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

Male applicants, not older than 30 years of age. Pre- 
ferably university graduate. The following qua- 
lifications are required: 

— Arabic and English typing 

— Familiar with telex operation 

— Good command of English 

— Experienced in file organisation 

— Familiar with Jordanian laws 

P.O. Box 950381 Amman 

Tel: 981879 Zarqa 

■ 

Applicants should visit the site office for Interview 
Gama Co. Sukhne Road - Haynousoon Circle/Zarqa. 
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; are ihc buying and selling rates* for 

s etm^saier and gold a*ahBt the dollar at midday on 

/ lte.Loadou foreign exchange-a nd bullion markets Tuesday. 

= - - • ' ‘ • L432GT30 U.S. dollar. 

‘■ Gne.lLS. ddtUir : J -3625/32 Canadian dollars 

"!; - W ."L-.-. 2.7100/20 . West German marks 

V“?“* T’\.v* -3.0500/30 Dutch guilders 

-bV. yJV, . 2.223fV5G Swiss francs 

■V, V- . : 54.85/95 Belgian francs 

'-y . .• 8". 2700/800 French francs 

^ -r • -.1 S29/1 832 Italian line 

... ; ■' 230. 10 1 30 Japanese yen 

- v j" • .8.1 200/300 Swedish crowns 

j!:‘_ ..j — 8-0550/650 - -Norwegian crowns 

9. 8400' 5 00 Danish crowns 

' Onc.ounre of gold. 328-70/329.20 U.S. dollars 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 

■ B 

LONDON^ (R) — E qu ities closed lower after a mixed start with 
sellingaccelerating from around mkfeession as large lines of stock 
came on offer, defers said. Hopes of a near terra cut in base rates 

loSSS was down 12.4 w 1.279.^ 

Dealers said the nervousness over the prospect of continuing 
interest rates and a further increase in the value of 
sterling again hit leading exporters with IC1 down 3p to 634. 

Government bonds were up to Vs point easier after profit-. 
Ealafcg'ion Monday’s IV* point dosing gains, dealers said. North 
Americans and gold shares ended quietly mixed. 

: ■ Thorp EMI ended at its low of the day. down 17p to 357. 
following reports of a brokers profits downgrading, dealers said. 
Impaial:g^Mip lost 7ji to 187. despite news it agreed to sell its. 
.Howard Johnson subsidiary to raise $314 mil lion. 

Bid speculation surrounding a possible move for Stewan Wri- 
ghtsoo by Exoo k&tially pushed insurance brokers up to 20p 
higher- Hit the. market’s general mood dragged prices in the 
sector Off their highs with Stewart up 4p at 669 after 684. 

- Insurances and banks were mostly tower with Royal 1 Op down 
at 663 andNatwest7p lower at 617. Among dull oils B.P. was off 
3p to 530 and Lasmo 5p to 273. 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 25, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES:' Many delays and ap- 
parent obstacles can take place during the daytime to 
block year path, but these are actual opportunities giv- 
" ing you more time to work out a plan. 

- ABIES {Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} Some practical affair 
coulrf interfere with your activity to gain some private 
desire m the morning, but later you gain it. 

- TAURUS {Apr. 20 to May 20) A partner could take 
up considerable time in the morning. After lunch, work 
quickly to get caught up with your duties. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You first have to han- 
dle work that is importaot before you can get off to some 
new and. interesting situation. 

. MOON CHILDREN -(June 22 to Jul. 21) Make sure 
-you get all of your affairs -in good order before you go 
out for a good tirae with your friends. 

LEG (JnL 22 to Aug.,21) You have to handle a home 

^taiaricm Tat^n^raeetmg with an associate, but this gives 
you moire time to plan your discussion. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Some interruption could 
delay work you had plaimwd for the morning, but later 
you can get right at it enthusiastically. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You may find some 
p leasu re thwarted early because of a practical affair that 
needs attention, but later, have a fine time. 

SCORPIO (Oct.. 23 to Nov. 21) First keep a promise 
made to irin before doing your own thing and then you 
can be very energetic. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You have to han- 
dle some private worry even if it takes longer than you 
expected. Take care of outside business. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Put yourself in a 
good friend’s shoes and you know how best to be of 

nnjriat-pr>r»a tO him OT her. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be most tactful in 
dealing with a prominent person and don’t make any un- 
toward remarks. Enjoy friends tonight 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have a well-thought- 
out plan, but are not sure just when to launch it Late 
afternoon is best for this. 

: IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
find it difficult to express salf and show true talents early 
in life and needs ail the encouragement the parents -can 
bestow from earliest years. Send to the right kind of 
schools. Adulthood will be successful and happy. 
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Markets try to weigh dollar’s future course 


LONDON (R) — The dollar languished around its 
lowest levels for 15 months in Europe Tuesday as 
nervous dealers tried to assess whether the currency 
is set on a firm downward path after sliding dra- 
matically by som^'five per cent Monday. 

* 

The weekend paa/rcadicd in the fix. 

New York between' the United The dollar was trading in Lon 
States. West Gemcmy. Britain, don at midday at 2. 70*5 mark 
France and Japan to cooperate to from its dose Monday night o 


steer the dollar lower has clearly 
jolted market confidence m a cur- 
rency which juM seven months ago 
was at near-record heights. 

But dealers said that while the 
dollar has been knocked by signs 
that Washington is now willing to 
join other central banks in int- 
ervening to reduce its persistent 
strength, talk alone may not be 
enough to keep the dollar on the 
defensive if economic facts dictate 
otherwise. 

‘'At present central banks only 
have to open their mouths and the 
dollar tumbles.” one Frankfurt 
currency dealer said. 

Showing its willingness to dep- 
loy. hs large reserves. West Ger- 
many's Bundesbank sold a rel- 
atively high $46.6 million us the 
U.S. currency was fixed in Fra- 
nkfurt Tuesday at 2.7130 marks. 
Monday it sold only $8 mill ion at 


the fix. 

The dollar was trading in Lon- 
don at midday at 2. 70*5 marks 
from its close Monday night of 
2.7275 marks, after shedding 
11-1/2 pfennigs Monday. 

The pound sterling, another 
beneficiary of the dollar's col- 
lapse. rose to $1.4343 from Mon- 
day night's $1.4280 finish. It had 
gained six cents in London Mon- 
day- 

One factor which has made dea- 
lers wary of bucking the trend 
towards a weaker dollar is that for 
the first time since the late 1 970s 
the drive to combat the L1.S. unit’s 
strength has been orchestrated hy 
the U.S. rather than from Europe 
or Japan. 

They say it is this that dis- 
tinguishes the latest rhetoric from 
previous attempts at coordinated 
action and noted reports that the 
U.S. Federal Reserve sold dollars 
Monday. 

Yet dealers feel that at some 
Stage in the next few days the mar- 


ket may prod the dollar higher to 
test the resolve of central banks to 
live by the commitment reached at 
the weekend. 

Reports that the Bank of Japan 
had intervened with almost $1 bil- 
lion in Tokyo markets eariierTue- 
sday to counter strong underlying 
commercial buying interest for the 
dollar suggests that central banks 
may have to prove their wil- 
lingness to drive the dollar lower, 
with hard cash rather than just 
talk. 

■ 

"If a rise fin the dollar) thr- 
eatens to get out of hand they will 
have to intervene. Otherwise they 
will lose face and it will go roaring 
up." one London dealer said. 

However, neither the Bun- 
desbank nor any other European 
central bank was detected int- 
ervening in the open market Tue- 
sday as the dollar held fairly stable 
after at one stage looking like 
going into free fall Monday. 

Dealers said the markets lacked 
direction as they searched for 
clues as to what level the Group of 
Five (G-5) governments and cen- 
tral hanks believe key exchange 
rates should made. 

Gold once again benefited, 
from the dollar’s retreat and was 
fixed in London Tuesday morning 


at 5328.40 an ounce, its strongest 
fix in almost a month. 

Lawson sees improved 
interest rates prospect 

Meanwhile. Britain's Cha- 
ncellor of the Exchequer ( Finance 
Minister) Nigel Lawson said Tue- 
sday that the fall of the U.S. dollar 
will improve prospects for a cut in 
British interest rates. 

“These developments will make 
the prospects of lower interest 
rates, in due time, rather better." 
he told an interviewer on British 
radio. 

But Mr. Lawson said Britain 
had to be cautious on the bank 
base rate, now ar 1 1-1/2 per cent. 

“It is necessary to be cautious, 
not to rake any risks with inflation, 
not to bring interest rates down 
before it is safe to do so.” he said. 

Briush industrial ists. now facing 
a higher sterling exchange rate, 
say credit oosts should be cm. 

Mr. Lawson said British exp- 
orters had nothing to fear from the 
G-5 agreement and the New York 
meeting had been resoundingly 
successful. 

The dollar was at an unnaturally 
high level that was fostering strong 
protectionist pressures in the U.S.. 


he added. 

He denied the liming of any rate 
cut would be dictated by the ruling 
Conservative Parry’s annual con- 
ference next month. Dealers have 
speculated that the government 
would like to foster a cut at that 
time to cheer its supporters. 

No currency targets set 

In Bonn. West German Finance 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenherg said 
Monday that the West's major 
industrial nations, though ready to 
cooperate on encouraging a lower 
dollar, have not set target ranges 
in which leading currencies should 
trade. 

Currency dealers speculated 
earlier Monday that finance min- 
isters and central bank chiefs may 
have set target zones for major 
currencies such as the dollar and 
mark. 

Mr. Stoltenherg. speaking at a 
news conference shortly after his 
return from New York, said off- 
icials at the meeting considered 
the dollar — then around 2.RS 
marks — was overvalued. 

He added it would be wrong to 
.put figures on what level major 

currencies should trade against 
each other. 


Decline is healthy. Baker says 

U.S. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker said Monday in Was- 
hington that the dollar's fall on the 
foreign exchange* was healthy and 
not precipitous. 

His comments contrasted with 
Lhose of currency traders in Eur- 
ope. who said the dollar had suf- 
fered one of its sharpest declines 
ever on world money markets. 

In a television interview. Mr. 
Baker said the drop in the dollar 
reflected a statement by the fin- 
ance ministers that the U.S. cur- 
rency's value was too high- But he 
refused to say whether the ind- 
ustrialised countries had int- 
ervened in the markets. 

Mr. Baker said that pro- 
tectionism posed a threat to eco- 
nomic recovery and the G-5 were 
united in their determination to 
fight it. 

The treasury secretary said the 
readjustment in the dollar could 
help the Reagan administration 
fight protectionist pressures in 
Congress and industry. 

Mr. Baker said the United Sta- 
tes had no particular level or tar- 
get for the value of the dollar aga- 
inst other major currencies. 


Peru threatens to quit 

IMF over debt burden 


Reagan establishes trade ‘war chest’ 


UNITED NATIONS. New. York 
lOPECNA) — Peru Monday 
night threatened to quit the !nl- 
ema Mortal Monetary Fund (IMF) 
if changes arc nut made to ease 
debt repayments. 

"Foreign debt is the major hin- 
drance to development and well- 
being*’, Peruvian President Alan 
Garcia Perez told the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

There were no immediate 
comments from the IMF. 

Speaking in the general debate. 
Mr. Garcia calk'd for unity of deb- 
tor countries and a radical change 
in the financial situation. 

To that end. Latin American 
countries must coordinate their 
actions and harmonise their pos- 
ition with those of the African and 
Asian nations, he declared. 

Mr. Garcia pointed out that the 
IMF demanded fiscal austerity to 
guarantee punctual serving of the 
foreign debt. 

“We say that the International 
Monetary Fund does not have the 
moral authority to preach aus- 
terity in our country, because dur- 
ing the seventies, when it was nec- 
essary to place petrodollars in cre- 
dits for poor countries, it pro- 
moted indebtedness. In those 
years, it was an accessory to waste, 
unproductive investments and 
growth of public administration.'' 
he said. 

Since his inauguration in July, 
the Peruvian leader has sought a 
leadership role in the continent on 
the Issue of repaying the Latin 
American region's 5370 billion 
dchL 

He slated: “The foreign delve 
can never he paid off by any one of 
our countries, because the effort 
to service it on lime will keep our 
democracies trapped in misery 
and violence.” 

In sharply-worded speeches 
delivered on the opening day. Mr. 


Garcia and three other Laun 
American tenders also warned 
that growth in protectionism in the 
United States would cripple eff- 
orts to repay Latin America's reg- 
ional debt. 

"Brazil will not pay its foreign 
debt with recession, not with 
unemployment, not with hunger.” 
Brazilian President Jose Samey 
said to the applause of delegates 
assembled for the first speech of 
the 40th session of the United Nat- 
ions. 

Mr. Samey. Brazil's first civilian 
president in 2 1 years, warned that 
his country's young democracy 
was threatened hy "exorbitant” 
rates for repayment of the debt, 
the continent's largest at S J03 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Dante Caputo. the Arg- 
entine foreign minister, warned 
delegates: "Our nations need urg- 
ent solutions." 

Mr. Augusto Ramirez Ocampo. 
Colombian foreign minister, also 
appealed for easing of the debt 
Inrrden on the continent.- -* ’ 

■The Peruvian presided! '-had 
announced curlier that his country 
would not follow IMF pre- 
scriptions and would, instead, 
limit debt payments to 1 0 per cent 
of export earnings. 

A t next month' s IMF meeting in 
Seoul, Mr. Garcia said "we will 
demand decisions on the reforms 
of the monetary system and the 
distribution of world liquidity in a 
fairer manner”. The fund has neg- 
otiated debt repayment plans for 
several Latin American countries.. 

“Otherwise, we are not int- 
erested. nor is it to our advantage 
to Irelong to an agency that serves 
the benefit, of a single country.” 
the Peruvian leader said, jn an 
obvious reference to the United 
Slates. 

About one- third of the con- 
tinent’s debt is owed to United 
States banks. 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan Monday set up a 5300 mil- 
lion "war chest” to counter what 
he called die unfair trading pra- 
ctices of other nations and ann- 
ounced that the United States and 
other major industrial countries 
would act collectively to str- 
engthen foreign currencies. 

In a major speech on LLS. trade 
policy. Mr. Reagan announced 
several measures to ensure that 
the Internationa] trading system 
remained free, open and fair. 

"To make the international tra- 
ding system work, all must abide 
by the rules — all must work to 
guarantee open markets.” he said. 

"Iwill not stand by and watch 
American businesses fail because 
of unfair trading practices abroad. 
I will not stand by and watch Ame- 
rican workers lose their jobs bec- 
ause other nations do not play by 
ihe rules.” Mr. Reagan said. 

Consequently U.S. trade rep- 


resentative Mr. Clayton Yeutter 
would seek a S300 million fund to 
assisr U.S. companies in their att- 
empts to export overseas and 
compete with U.S. trading par- 
tners. the president said. 

Mr. Reagan said: "These funds 
will counter our loss of business to 
trading partners who use whaL in 
effect, are subsidies to deprive 
U.S. companies of fair access to 
world markets.” 

He said ..Treasury Secretary 
James Baker would inform fin- 
ance ministers and central bankers 
gathering next month at the ann- 
ual meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank in Seoul. South Korea, "that 
we will take into consideration the 
trading practices of other nations 
in our deliberations and decision 
making." 

Mr. Baker had also been aut- 
horised to join other major ind- 
ustrial countries to announce 


measures to promote stronger and 
more balanced growth among 
their economies, h step Mr. Rea- 
gan said would lead to "a str- 
engthening of foreign currencies.” 

The United States is facing a 
record trade defici of S 1 50 billion 
this year and for the first time in 
modem times has become a deb- 
tor nation, meaning that the cou- 
ntry owes more overseas than is 
owed to it. 

Expanding debt and trade def- 
icits of the U.S. have become vol- 
atile political problems for Mr. 
Reagan, who also faces a barrage 
of protectionist legislation from 
Congress this session. 

Other measures he announced 
Monday included ordering sec- 
retary of state. Mr. George Shultz, 
to seek time limits on negotiations 
to open Japanese markets to U.S. 
products. 

He also instructed Mr. Yeutter 
to speed up talks with countries 


"where the counterfeiting and 
piracy of U.S. goods has occurred 
to brins those practices lo a quick 
end” 

Finally, he ordered that a strike 
force be established among fed- 
eral agencies "lo uncover unfair 
trading practices used against us 
and develop and execute str- 
ategies to promptly counter. and 

eliminate them.” 

■ 

Mr. Reagan said he would work 
with Congress to reduce tariffs 
and dismantle trade barriers, pro- 
tect intellectual property rights, 
including copyrights, to improve 
U.S. anti-dumping and cou- 
ntervailing duty laws, and to 
amend trade laws to put deadlines 
on dispute settlements. 

We should no longer tolerate 
1 6-year cases and settlements so 
costly and time-consuming that 
any assistance is ineffective.’' the 
president said. 


Fiat profits jaguar cars mark 50th birthday 
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rise 


TURIN (R) — Fiat, the huge Ita- 
lian industrial conglomerate and 
carmaker. Monday announced a 
sharp jump in overall profits for 
the first half of 1 985 and predicted 
full- year figures would be much 
better than in 1984. 

The company said the group's 
operating profit, which does not 
take into account tax and debt ser- 
vicing costs, rose to 1.215 billion 
lire (5660 million) in the first half 
of the year from 860 billion lire 
(5470 million) in the same period 
last year. 

Sales of cars, which account for 
more than half the entire business, 
rose 9.8 per cent to 7.462 billion 
lire (S4 billion). The company 
held onto its dominant position in 
West Europe with a 13.4 per cent 
market' 


LONDON ( R) — Jaguar, the epi- 
tome of fasL luxury cars, Tuesday 
marked its 50th anniversary and 
said it had become Britain’s big- 
gest single earner of dollars. 

Chairman John Egan said the 
company had made an astonishing 
recovery in the past five years. In 
1 980. it was suffering from rapidly 
falling sales and appears to have 
lost the confidence of fast car ent- 
husiasts. 

But Jaguar's results for the first 
half of 1985 showed record profits 
of £63 million ($90.4 million) with 
U.S. sales accounting for just over 
half that amount. Sales to Ame- 
rican customers in 1984 were 
worth more than $650 million. 

"It is the story of a company 
which in 1985 Is Britain's single 
greatest dollar earner.” a spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

The first car to carry the famous 


name, the 2.5 litre SS-Jaguar. cost 
£385 ($550 at current rates) when 
unveiled in London's Mayfair 
Hotel 50 years ago. Today’s Jag- 
uar tange starts at £14.795 
( $2 1 .230) and goes up to £26.495 
($38,020). 

Jaguar's founder Sir William 
Lyons died earlier this year, hav- 
ing I ived to see his company regain 
its independence after 24 years as 
part of the ailing British Leyland 
giant 

Britain's Conservative gov- 
ernment returned it to private 
ownership last year as part of its 
dena dona lisa don policy. 

The company made its first step 
towards financial health in 1980 
when it won trade union consent 
to a 30 per cent reduction in its 
workforce. Last year, workers 
held a nine-day strike, demanding 
a greater share in company profits. 


Company officials acknowledge 
that overseas safes have been spu-i 
rred by the overvalued dollar 
which has made the luxury Jaguar 
saloons and sports cars more com- 
petitive. 

But they believe the company's 
New Jersey-based U.S. subsidiary 
has established a strong foothold 
and efficient distribution system 
which will enable it to keep its 
market share even if the dollar's 
recent weakness persists. 

Demand for Jaguars exceeded 
supply in the first half of this year 
and the officials confidently pre- 
dicted record U.S. sales for the 
whole of 1985. Last year, the 
company sold J 8.044 cars there, 
compared to only 2.500 in 1 980. 

The officials said Jaguar was 
making a big effort to expand sales 
in West Germany to cut reliance 
on the American marker. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


YES, AAA AM. JM 
LATE. ..I PIDN'T PLAN 
‘ TO BE LATE... 



I ALSO FORGOT MY 
LUNCH ANP MY 
HOMEWORK. ANP IM 
PROBABLY SITTING 
IN THE UKONG PE5K, 


HOW DIP I KNOW THAT? 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


SO VtXJ AND 
JULIUS ARE IN 





yes, AND THIS IS THE 
ONLY REMBRANDT 
FOR SALE IN THE 
WrtOLE COUNTRY/ 


BUT HXJ TOLD 
ME VtXl HAD 
TWO/ 









©NT QUITE 


1 wanted to go away this weekend, but 
I couldn't find a sitter for Stanley!" 






THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square; to form 
four ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 




UP IN THE 




1- 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
tonn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Print answer hero: 



Yesterday's 


Jumbles: JUROR GRAIN 


(Answera tomorrow) 
KETTLE HECTIC 


Answer A gbi wears a girdle to take her In. so that a 
man will do this— TAKE HER OUT 



























i ^ 4 n 

L i h . u 

Ml i i ■* H 

[ »!■ »T; l<^7i ) j 

L*£T£\7. g{j 

Ml'- viEflPtSwfif 

Pi ki . 


■ *y S 

ry7?3nBEB 


-.-Y -«.l - 


h ■" — 1 ■ 




T ^ m 

m | *^ ■ * 1 1 # • ', " 

. ,. 1,^'. .,. J . 

»-■»'• . ! v 


- M f * 








